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India beats 
Pakistan 



India’s Sachin Tendulkar leaps 
in the air as he celebrates his 
team’s win by 29 runs during 
the Cricket World Cup semifi¬ 
nal match between India and 
Pakistan in Mohali, India, 
Wednesday, March 30, 2011. 

See Aruba Today Sports 



Killer whale 
is back 



ORLANDO - Tilikum, the 
6-ton whale that drowned a 
SeaWorld Orlando trainer in 
2010 is performing again. 

Since the tragic accident, 
SeaWorld officials say they 
have taken extensive safety 
measures, including the 
addition of nets and rails, to 
prevent something similar 
from happening again. 

Read more on PageA2 


Supporters of Libyan leader Col. Moammar Gadhafi participate in a funeral procession for Mondaher el-Mahdi el-Daas, 21, a volun¬ 
teer fighter allegedly killed during air strikes near the city of Sirt, in Al-Aziziyah, Libya, March 30,2011. Forces loyal Gadhafi advanced 
rapidly on Wednesday, seizing towns they ceded just days ago after intense allied airstrikes and hounding rebel fighters into a chaotic 
retreat. 

(The New York Times) 

Libya taps Nicaraguan as its U.N. envoy 


By DAN BILEFSKY 
© 2011 New York Times 

UNITED NATIONS - A 

former Nicaraguan foreign 
minister who once called 
President Ronald Reagan “the 
butcher of my people” has 
been appointed to represent 
Libya at the United Nations 
after its delegate was denied a 
visa, the Nicaraguan govern¬ 
ment said Wednesday. 
Nicaragua said the former 
minister, Miguel D’Escoto 
Brockmann, 78, an outspoken 
critic of the United States and 
a Catholic priest, would re¬ 
place Libyan diplomat Ali Ab- 
dussalam Treki, who had been 
unable to obtain a visa to enter 
the United States. 

Libya’s ambassador to the 


United Nations, Abdurrahman 
Mohamed Shalgam, defected 
in late February after denounc¬ 
ing Moammar Gadhafi during 
a Security Council meeting in 
which he pleaded for interna¬ 
tional help to save Libya from 
bloodshed. 

The Nicaraguan government 
of President Daniel Ortega, 
a leftist who has frequently 
sparred with the United States 
and has forged close ties with 
Gadhafi, said it sent a letter 
to the U.N. secretary general, 
Ban Ki-moon, on Tuesday to 
inform him of the appoint¬ 
ment. Libya’s foreign min¬ 
ister, Moussa Koussa, also 
notified Ban. But the United 
Nations said Wednesday that 
it had not received official no¬ 
tice. 


In its letter, the Nicaraguan 
government said that D ’Escoto 
would “support the Libyan 
brothers in their battle to en¬ 
sure respect for sovereignty 
and self-determination - both 
of which are being violated by 
the powerful, who once again 
threaten the independence and 
peace of the people.” 

But Susan E. Rice, the U.S. 
ambassador to the United Na¬ 
tions, said D’Escoto was not a 
U.S. citizen - even though he 
was born in Los Angeles - and 
was in the country on a tourist 
visa, which did not permit him 
to act as the representative of a 
foreign government. She said 
he would need to leave the 
country and apply for a differ¬ 
ent visa if he were to take up 
the post. 


Continued on Next Page 
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Clandestine operatives in Libya 



Obama’s signs a secret document authorizing the CIA to provide 
arms and other support to Libyan rebels weeks ago 


MARK MAZZETTI 
© 2011 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - The CIA 
has inserted clandestine op¬ 
eratives into Libya to gather 
intelligence for military air- 
strikes and make contacts 
with rebels battling Moammar 
Gadhafi’s forces, according to 
U.S. officials. 

While President Barack 
Obama has insisted that no 
U.S. ground troops join in 
the Libyan campaign, small 
groups of CIA operatives have 
been working in Libya for 
several weeks and are part of 
a shadow force of Westerners 
that the Obama administration 
hopes can help set back Gad¬ 
hafi’s military, the officials 
said. 

The CIA presence comprises 
an unknown number of U.S. 
officers who had worked at the 
spy agency’s station in Tripoli 

LYBIA 

Continued from Front Page 
“I do think it’s curious,” she 
said, “that somebody who 
represents seemingly nobody 
is holding a press conference 
in a U.N. facility. If he reports 
to be or acts like a representa¬ 
tive of a foreign government 
on a tourist visa he will soon 
find his visa status revoked.” 
D’Escoto has scheduled his 
first news conference for 
Thursday. 

A former president of the 
U.N. General Assembly, 
D’Escoto was foreign minis¬ 
ter under Ortega from 1979 
to 1990. His tenure included 
the period when the U.S.-fi¬ 
nanced contra rebels tried to 
overthrow Ortega’s Sandini- 
sta government. 

The unlikely alliance between 
Libya and Nicaragua can be 
traced in part to a kinship be¬ 
tween Ortega and Gadhafi, 
diplomats said. Ortega has 
said that he sought the Libyan 
leader’s help in financing his 
presidential campaigns. 

As president of the Gen¬ 
eral Assembly, D’Escoto did 
not hold back from making 
oblique critiques of Washing¬ 
ton. 

In his inaugural speech as 
president in June 2008, he 
said that U.N. members had to 
unite against “acts of aggres¬ 
sion, such as those occurring 
in Iraq and Afghanistan/’^ 


and those who arrived more 
recently. In addition, current 
and former British officials 
said, dozens of British special 
forces and MI6 intelligence 
officers are working inside 
Libya. The British operatives 
have been directing airstrikes 
from British Tornado jets and 
gathering intelligence about 
the whereabouts of Libyan 
government tank columns, 
artillery pieces, and missile 
installations, the officials said. 
U.S. officials hope that similar 
information gathered by U.S. 
intelligence officers - includ¬ 
ing the location of Gadhafi’s 
munitions depots and the clus¬ 
ters of government troops in¬ 
side towns - might help weak¬ 
en Libya’s military enough to 
encourage defections within 
its ranks. 

In addition, the U.S. spies are 
meeting with rebels to try to 


fill gaps in knowledge of who 
their leaders are and the alle¬ 
giances of the groups opposed 
to Gadhafi, said U.S. govern¬ 
ment officials, speaking on 
condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause of the classified nature 
of the activities.A U.S. offi¬ 
cials cautioned, though, that 
the Western operatives were 
not directing the actions of 
rebel forces. 

A CIA spokesman declined to 
comment. The United States 
and its allies have been scram¬ 
bling to gather detailed infor¬ 
mation on the location and 
abilities of Libyan infantry 
and armored forces that nor¬ 
mally takes months of pains¬ 
taking analysis. 

“We didn’t have great data,” 
Gen. Carter F. Ham, who hand¬ 
ed over control of the Libya 
mission to NATO on Wednes¬ 
day, said in an e-mail earlier 


this week. “Libya hasn’t been 
a country we focused on a lot 
over past few years.” Several 
weeks ago, President Barack 
Obama signed a secret finding 
authorizing the CIA to pro¬ 
vide arms and other support to 
Libyan rebels, U.S. officials 
said Wednesday. But weap¬ 
ons have not yet been shipped 
into Libya, as Obama admin¬ 
istration officials debate the 


effects of giving them to the 
rebel groups. The presidential 
finding was first reported by 
Reuters. 

In a statement released 
Wednesday evening, Jay Car¬ 
ney, the White House press 
secretary, declined to com¬ 
ment “on intelligence mat¬ 
ters,” but he said that no de¬ 
cision had yet been made to 
provide arms to the rebels.□ 


In Orlando 

Killer whale returns to SeaWorld show 



SeaWorld Animal Training Curator Kelly Flaherty Clark said in 
a written statement that returning Tilikum to performing at this 
time is what’s best for the whale 


By KYLE HIGHTOWER 
Associated Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. - The killer whale that drowned a trainer last 
year at SeaWorld in Orlando resumed performing Wednesday 
for the first time since the woman’s death. 

Tilikum participated in the marine park’s signature “Believe” 
show before a crowd of thousands, more than a year since 
drowning 40-year-old Dawn Brancheau during a performance 
on Feb. 24, 2010. 

No trainer has been allowed in the water during the shows 
since Brancheau’s death and they remained out of the pool 
Wednesday for the performance before the audience filling 
5,000-seat Shamu Stadium to capacity. 

Orlando resident Wendy Santiago said her family has been 
attending SeaWorld shows for years and she and her husband, 
Marcos, and their two children made a point of being present 
for Tilikum’s return. She said the tragedy left her sad though she 
was pleased to see Tilikum performing again. 


“You never can tell with any of these animals they are wild 
animals,” Wendy Santiago said of the trainer’s death. But she 
added, tears welling in her eyes at the show’s conclusion, “I’m 
happy today that I was able to see him perform.” 

Marcos Santiago said he also experienced a mix of feelings 
while watching the show with their 3-year-old son and 4-month- 
old daughter. 

“I’ve love SeaWorld, ever since I was a little kid and used to 
come here many times,” he said. “I fell in love with Shamu and 
so did my son. So to me it was very emotional to be here on this 
day.” 

The park is still working on plans to get trainers back in the 
water with the whales. The federal Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration last summer accused SeaWorld of 
recklessly putting trainers in danger. The company is fighting 
OSHA’s citations and a $75,000 fine. SeaWorld contends its 
parks have a good safety record during more than four decades 
of shows involving killer whales. 

Since the death, SeaWorld officials have drawn up plans to 
spend millions of dollars on safety upgrades. Measures include 
installing rising pool floors that can quickly lift people and 
the whales from the water, underwater vehicles to distract the 
marine animals in emergencies and portable oxygen bottles for 
trainers. 

SeaWorld Animal Training Curator Kelly Flaherty Clark said in 
a written statement that returning Tilikum to performing at this 
time is what’s best for the whale. 

“Participating in shows is just a portion of Tilikum’s day, but 
we feel it is an important component of his physical, social 
and mental enrichment,” Clark said. “He has been regularly 
interacting with his trainers and the other whales for purposes 
of training, exercise and social and mental stimulation, and 
has enjoyed access to all of the pools in the Shamu Stadium 
complex.” 

The statement said SeaWorld would continue the same methods 
of caring for Tilikum that have been in place for more than a 
year.Q 
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In Chicago 

Anti-abortion billboard using Obama’s image raises ire 



Controversial pro-life billboards depicting 


CHICAGO- An anti-abor¬ 
tion billboard campaign using 
a likeness of President Barack 
Obama to target African- 
American women has angered 
women’s groups in Chicago. 
Some 30 billboards declaring 
“Every 21 minutes our next 
possible leader is aborted” are 
being placed in predominant¬ 
ly African-American neigh¬ 
borhoods in Obama’s adopted 
hometown. 

They are being displayed for 
free after the group’s contro¬ 
versial billboards declaring 
“the most dangerous place for 
an African-American is in the 
womb” were taken down fol¬ 
lowing protests in New York. 


The Texas pastor behind the 
campaign by Life Always said 
he wants to “encourage reflec¬ 
tion” about the high abortion 
rate among African-Ameri¬ 
cans. 


“For too long the scourge of 
abortion has been hidden be¬ 
hind political correctness,” 
said Stephen Broden, who is 
African-American. 

“Liberal interests have de¬ 


To end criminal cases 


Ex-Madoff workers lose bids 


By Jonathan Stempel 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK- Three former 
employees of imprisoned 
swindler Bernard Madoff 
lost their bids to dismiss the 
government’s criminal cases 
against them. 

The former Madoff employees 
Daniel Bonventre, Annette 
Bongiorno and Joann Crupi 
had argued that the charges 
should be dropped because 
the government was freezing 
assets they needed to pay their 
lawyers. 

But U.S. District Judge Laura 
Taylor Swain in Manhattan 
said on Wednesday that 
the “extreme sanction” of 
dismissal was not justified. 
She said the defendants’ 
constitutional rights to due 
process and counsel were 
not violated, and that the law 
lets the government reclaim 
property from a defendant 
“even though the defendant 



Daniel Bonventre 

had planned to fund his legal 
defense with it.” 

Andrew Frisch, a lawyer for 
Bonventre, said his client 
plans to appeal. Lawyers for 
Bongiorno and Crupi did not 
immediately return phone 
calls seeking comment. 
Bonventre is a former 
operations chief at Bernard L. 
Madoff Investment Securities 
LLC. Bongiorno and Crupi 
were longtime employees. 


Prosecutors accused them of 
securities fraud, falsifying 
records, conspiracy and other 
crimes. 

Eight people have been 
criminally charged over 
Madoff’s Ponzi scheme. 
Madoff, his long-time 
lieutenant Frank DiPascali, 
and an outside accountant 
have pleaded guilty. 
Bonventre, Bongiorno, Crupi 
and two other former Madoff 
workers pleaded not guilty. 
Madoff, 72, pleaded guilty 
in March 2009 to running an 
estimated $65 billion fraud. 
He is serving a 150-year 
sentence in a North Carolina 
federal prison. 

Separately, the court- 
appointed trustee seeking 
money for Madoff investors 
defended his right to make 
public the names of workers at 
JPMorgan Chase & Co, UBS 
AG and others he said helped 
enable Madoff’s crimes.□ 


ceived our women into believ¬ 
ing that the answer to poverty 
is to murder their babies.” 

In a statement, Planned Par¬ 
enthood of Illinois called the 
billboards “an offensive and 
condescending effort to stig¬ 
matize and shame African- 
American women while at¬ 
tempting to limit their abil¬ 


ity to make private, personal 
medical decisions.” 

Cherisse Scott, a health edu¬ 
cator with Black Women for 
Reproductive Justice, said she 
resented outsiders coming to 
her poverty-stricken Engle¬ 
wood for the anti-abortion 
campaign. □ 
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Ohio House considers 

legislation to restrict union nowers 



Union supporters react 


By Jo Ingles 
Associated Press 
COLUMBUS, Ohio - The 
Ohio House may vote on 
Wednesday on a bill that 
would restrict collective 
bargaining rights for about 
350,000 public employees 
and ban them from striking. 

A version of the bill was 
passed by the Ohio Senate 
earlier this month, and is ex¬ 
pected to pass the Republi¬ 
can-dominated House. 

If the bill is enacted, Ohio 
would become the biggest 
U.S. state so far this year to 
impose sweeping collective 
bargaining curbs on public 
sector unions. 

The issue has spurred protests 


in Wisconsin and other states 
and is likely to be a factor in 
2012 U.S. elections. 
Republican Governor John 
Kasich said the bill will put 
taxpayers and public employ¬ 
ees on a more equal footing 
regarding pay and benefits. 
“This is really nothing more 
than an effort to re-balance 
the system and make sure that 
the people who pay the taxes 
are represented at the table,” 
Kasich said. 

An amended version of the 
bill which passed a House 
committee along party lines 
Tuesday removed jail time as 
a possible penalty for workers 
who participate in strikes and 
allows police and firefight¬ 


ers to collectively bargain for 
safety equipment. 

But the modified bill is in 
other ways tougher on unions. 
It prevents nonunion employ¬ 
ees affected by contracts from 
paying fees to unions and 
makes it easier to decertify a 
union. 

Democrats decry such mea¬ 
sures as proof the bill is a po¬ 
litically motivated attack on 
unions dressed up as a budget 
measure. 

Senate Democratic Lead¬ 
er Capri S. Cafaro said the 
changes “made a bad bill even 
worse.” 

“The changes to Senate Bill 5 
are just more window dressing 
to anti-worker legislation that 
will have a devastating effect 
on families and communities 
across the state,” Cafaro said. 
The Wisconsin and Idaho leg¬ 
islatures have already passed 
laws that limit collective bar¬ 
gaining rights for state union 
workers. 

While Wisconsin has gained 
more national attention, Ohio 
is far more important to the 
union movement. It has the 
sixth largest number of public 
sector union members among 
all U.S. states, twice the num¬ 
ber of Wisconsin. 

With many auto and steel and 
manufacturing plants, Ohio is 
also a union bellwether. □ 
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U.S. puts Japan trade 
push on back-burner 



Destroyed gas tank is dismantled 


WASHINGTON - The Unit¬ 
ed States said Wednesday it 
would hold off on pressing Ja¬ 
pan on trade issues, including 
joining talks to form a trans¬ 
pacific pact, as the country 
recovers from a devastating 
disaster. 

“We understand there are 
some things that have to take 
precedence over our commer¬ 
cial interests,” US Trade Rep¬ 
resentative Ron Kirk said. 

“I don’t think we want to do 
anything that even hints at us 
trying to exploit what really 
is a horrible tragedy,” he told 
a conference of the National 
Bureau of Asian Research. 
Kirk said he remained con¬ 
cerned over some of Japan’s 
trade policies, including its 
restrictions on beef imports, 
but rejected those who “might 
think in a perverse way” that 
the disaster would open com¬ 
mercial doors. 

Kirk said that he also hoped 
Japan would eventually be 


interested in the Trans-Pacif¬ 
ic Partnership (TPP), a free 
trade pact being negotiated 
by nine members of the Asia 
Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) forum. 

Prime Minister Naoto Kan has 
defied Japan’s powerful farm¬ 
ers by voicing interest in the 
TPP but has made clear that a 
decision on entering the talks 
would wait until after disaster 
relief efforts. 

“Our ambition, our hope for 
not only Japan but the other 
members of APEC ultimately 
seeing the value and deciding 
to partner with us on TPP have 
not changed, but we think 
right now it would just be a 
bit cynical to ask Japan,” Kirk 
said. 

More than 11,000 people 
are confirmed dead and over 
16,000 others still missing af¬ 
ter the giant March 11 earth¬ 
quake and tsunami, in the 
worst disaster in Japan’s post- 
World War II history. □ 
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In South Carolina 

Unusual preservation 
of former slave homes 



Slaves Home 


By Harriet McLeod 
Associated Press 
CHARLESTON, South 
Carolina - Armed with 
a sleeping bag, whistle, 
flashlight and journal Jo¬ 
seph McGill is ready to 
spend another night in a 
strange place — a building 
that once housed slaves. 

This week, the program 
officer with the National 
Trust for Historic Pres¬ 
ervation, will sleep in a 
former slave dwelling in 
Egypt, Texas. The unusual 
sleepover is part of his 
push to preserve buildings 
that once housed slaves, 
and it’s just one of the 
overnight excursions the 


Charleston, South Caro¬ 
lina, man has planned 
around the country this 
year.“It is usually those 
iconic places — the big 
house, the house on the 
hill, the architecturally 
significant houses — that 
are saved, and very few of 
the places that tell the sto¬ 
ry of African Americans,” 
said McGill. 

“Slave dwellings certainly 
tell that story,” he added. 
“It’s not one of those hap¬ 
py stories.” McGill’s in¬ 
dependent project is in its 
second year. 

Last summer, he spent 
the night in 10 slave cab¬ 
ins in South Carolina 


and Alabama. This year, 
which marks the 150th 
anniversary of the start 
of the Civil War, he has 
expanded the project to 
Texas, North Carolina, 
Louisiana, Maryland and 
Missouri. McGill, 49, 
first had the idea for the 
project in 1999 when he 
slept in a slave cabin at 
Boone Hall Plantation 
near Charleston as a Civil 
War re-enactor in the all¬ 
black 54th Massachusetts 
Volunteer Regiment. 

He feels that maintaining 
the buildings is an impor¬ 
tant aspect to preserving 
the story of slavery in 
America. 

The Atlantic slave trade 
ended in 1808. 

But the domestic slave 
trade continued, and many 
slaves were not freed until 
months after the Civil War 
ended in 1865. 

“There are a lot of planta¬ 
tion houses left, but a lot 
of those plantations don’t 
have the outbuildings any¬ 
more,” McGill said. 

“They deteriorated. They 
fell, demolition by ne¬ 
glect. That’s forgivable. 
“But if someone intention¬ 
ally got rid of them trying 
to forget or erase that part 
of history, I can’t forgive 
that,” he said. □ 
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Concealed photos of 
MIK’s killer unveiled 


MEMPHIS, Tenn. - Long-forgotten 
photos that show James Earl Ray be¬ 
ing brought to jail after his arrest for 
assassinating Martin Luther King Jr. 
were unveiled Wednesday to com¬ 
memorate the 43rd anniversary of 
the civil rights leader’s death. Doz¬ 
ens of the striking black-and-white 
photos, along with letters Ray wrote 
from jail and other documents, were 
found in 2007 among old county re¬ 
cords in a warehouse in east Mem¬ 
phis, Shelby County Register Tom 
Leatherwood said. A few photos 
were posted on The Commercial 
Appeal’s website to accompany 
a story published Wednesday, and 
Leatherwood planned to make the 
rest available on a county website 
later in the day. One of the photos 
shows Ray being patted down by an 
officer with his back to the camera 
and his arms spread out wide. An¬ 
other shows the bespectacled Ray 
being led into the jail in handcuffs, 
wearing what appears to be a bullet¬ 
proof vest. Leatherwood said the 
documents don’t offer any startling 
new revelations about the assassina¬ 
tion, but do provide a detailed snap¬ 
shot of a pivotal moment in the na¬ 
tion’s civil rights history. Most were 
never seen by the public. Leather- 
wood tried for about three years to 
make them available, and the county 
attorney approved their release six 
weeks ago, he told The Associated 
Press. Then-Shelby County Sher¬ 
iff Bill Morris had the photos taken 
to document that Ray wasn’t being 
mistreated when he was booked into 
the jail for the April 4, 1968, shoot¬ 
ing death of King in Memphis. Ray 



Sheriff William N. Morris Jr. 


was arrested about two months after 
the shooting. Ray died in prison in 
1998, but he had signed a document 
authorizing their release in the late 
1970s, Leatherwood said. “I hope 
they rekindle the memory of the civ¬ 
il rights movement,” Leatherwood 
told the AP. “A lot of the memories 
of the civil rights movement are be¬ 
ing lost or people are taking the civil 
rights movement for granted. People 
did sacrifice their lives to that move¬ 
ment. “Of course, Dr. King is the 
perfect example of that,” Leather- 
wood said. The photos were taken by 
Memphis photographer Gil Michael, 
who was an employee of Memphis 
State University at the time. One 
picture showing Morris escorting 
Ray into the jail was given to the 
news media. The other photos were 
sealed, and the sheriff’s office kept 
the negatives. Letters Ray wrote 
to his lawyers and family from the 
Shelby County Jail, where he spent 
eight months before pleading guilty, 
also were part of the newly-seen 
documents. □ 
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In California 

Grand jury indicts city’s former officials 



Former Bell City Manager Robert Rizzo 


By JOHN ROGERS 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES - A former 
public official accused of mas¬ 
terminding a scam that nearly 
bankrupted a modest Los An¬ 
geles suburb has been charged 
with additional crimes of falsi¬ 
fying documents and illegally 
inflating his retirement bene¬ 
fits, according to county grand 
jury indictments unsealed 
Wednesday. The documents 
charge Robert Rizzo, ousted 
Bell city manager, and his for¬ 


mer assistant, Angela Spac- 
cia, with conflict of interest 
for creating what authorities 
said were illegal retirement 
packages for themselves. Both 
are also charged with falsify¬ 
ing documents to hide the true 
salary of Bell’s former police 
chief. 

Rizzo and Spaccia pleaded not 
guilty Wednesday and were 
ordered to return to court May 
3 for a preliminary hearing. 
Rizzo already faces more than 
50 counts of misappropriating 


public funds, conflict of inter¬ 
est, falsifying public records 
and other charges brought by 
the district attorney’s office. 
Prosecutors said he master¬ 
minded a scam in which he 
paid himself and other top 
Bell officials massive sala¬ 
ries. In all, prosecutors said, 
Bell was looted of more 
than $6 million. The city of 
40,000 people, where one in 
six people live in poverty, is 
as much as $4.5 million debt. 
Rizzo had an annual salary 
and compensation package 
of $1.5 million, Spaccia was 
paid an annual salary of more 
than $375,000 and six former 
Bell City Council members 
each received about $100,000 
a year for part-time service. 
Prosecutors have said Rizzo 
and Spaccia illegally granted 
themselves several raises 
over the years that the Bell 
City Council never approved. 
According to the grand jury 
indictments, they then used 
those inflated salaries to boost 
their retirement packages. 

The indictments also charge 
both with falsifying public re¬ 
cords to show that former Bell 
Police Chief Randy Adams 
was paid $200,000 a year, 
when he was actually receiv¬ 
ing $457,000.□ 


Over shooting of U.S. agents 

U.S. and Mexico offer rewards 


WASHINGTON- The U.S. 
and Mexican governments 
on Wednesday announced 
multimillion dollar rewards 
for information leading to the 
arrest and conviction of those 
responsible for the shooting of 
two U.S. immigration agents. 
The United States issued a 
statement saying it offered 
a reward of up to $5 million 
while the Mexican government 
offered 10 million pesos 
($839,000). Both countries 
set up telephone hotlines for 
individuals to call if they have 
information. 

In F ebruary, two unarmed U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement agents were 
driving in an armored vehicle 
on a highway from San Luis 
Potosi to Mexico City when 



U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement 


they were ambushed in broad 
daylight by suspected drug 
gang members. 

One ICE agent, Jaime Zapata, 
was killed and another agent, 
Victor Avila, was wounded 
in the leg in one of the more 


brazen attacks by drug cartels 
as they battle with authorities 
who are trying to crack 
down on drug and weapons 
trafficking. 

Mexican authorities have 
already detained more than 
30 people in connection 
with the shooting, including 
a suspected money man for 
the Zetas drug cartel arrested 
earlier this month. 

U.S. authorities have traced 
one of the weapons used in the 
shooting back to a Texas man 
who bought the gun last year. 
He and two others have since 
been charged by prosecutors 
for illegally buying guns for 
others, though they have not 
been charged for anything 
related to the shooting in 
Mexico. □ 



Obama sets objective to 
decrease OS oil imports 



President Barack Obama 


By JULIE PACE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON - President 
Barack Obama on Wednesday 
called for a one-third reduc¬ 
tion in U.S. oil imports by 
2025, reviving a long-elusive 
goal of reducing America’s 
dependence on foreign sup¬ 
plies as political unrest rocks 
the Middle East and gasoline 
prices rise at home. 

Tackling an issue that has 
vexed nearly every U.S. presi¬ 
dent since Richard Nixon, 
Obama said the country can’t 
solve the problem with quick 
fixes and political gimmicks. 
But he offered little in the 
way of new initiatives, relying 
instead on a litany of energy 
proposals he’s already called 
for, including boosting do¬ 
mestic oil production, increas¬ 
ing the use of biofuels and 
natural gas, and making ve¬ 
hicles more energy efficient. 
Obama also embraced nu¬ 
clear power as a critical part 
of America’s energy future, 
despite increased safety con¬ 
cerns following the earth¬ 
quake and tsunami in Japan 
that severely damaged a nu¬ 
clear power plant there. He 
vowed a thorough safety re¬ 
view of all U.S. plants, incor¬ 
porating lessons learned from 
Japan, but said nuclear power 
still holds enormous potential 
for the U.S. 

“We can’t simply take it off 
the table,” Obama said during 
a nearly hour-long speech at 
Georgetown University. 
Moving the U.S. away from 
its dependence on foreign oil 
and toward clean energy tech¬ 
nologies was a key part of 
the domestic agenda Obama 
outlined in his January State 


of the Union address. That 
agenda has since been over¬ 
shadowed by events around 
the world, from the uprisings 
in the Middle East and subse¬ 
quent U.S. military interven¬ 
tion in Libya to the humanitar¬ 
ian and nuclear crisis in Japan. 
But with gas prices on the rise 
as the president readies his re- 
election bid, the White House 
wants to regain its footing on 
domestic issues before public 
anger over the spike in energy 
costs take hold. 

Gas prices have jumped more 
than 50 cents a gallon this 
year, reaching a national av¬ 
erage of $3.58 a gallon last 
week, according to AAA’s 
daily survey. 

Republicans have placed the 
blame for the spike in prices 
on Obama’s policies, arguing 
that the administration has 
been too slow in approving 
new permits for oil drilling 
and calling on the president 
to open up areas along the At¬ 
lantic Coast and near Alaska, 
where drilling its currently 
banned. 

“The problem is that Demo¬ 
crats don’t want us to use the 
energy we have,” Senate Mi¬ 
nority leader Mitch McCon¬ 
nell said Wednesday. 

“It’s enough to make you 
wonder whether anybody in 
the White House has driven 
by a gas station lately.” 

The president struck back 
at that criticism during his 
speech, noting that his ad¬ 
ministration has approved 39 
shallow-water drilling permits 
since new standards were put 
in place last year following 
the Gulf oil spill, and seven 
new deep-water drilling per¬ 
mits in recent weeks. □ 






















At the Divi Links 

Great food, fine 
wines at Festival 

EAGLE BEACH - For an exciting taste of Aruba 
and cultural experience, the Aruba Culinary Fes¬ 
tival takes place on the first Monday of every 
month at the scenic outdoor plaza at Divi Links 
(below Mulligan’s). 

The next festival will be held on Monday, April 4, 
from 6-8 pm. 

To give you an idea of our tasty tidbits, our March 
event featured savory signature dishes of res¬ 
taurants of the Aruba Gastronomic Association. 
These included Amazonia’s Filet mignon with 
bacon, Garlic picanha, Chorizo served with sides 
of yucca, plantain and polenta; Aqua Grill’s West 
Indian fish cake with roasted Creole sauce; Drift¬ 
wood’s Fresh catch of the day in Creole sauce 
with pan bati (local com bread); French Steak 
House’s and Giorgio’s Beef stroganoff on bed of 
fettuccine; Gasparito’s chicken or seafood keshi 
yena choices and Mild, fall-off-the-bone spare 
ribs; Mulligan’s Seafood paella; La Trattoria El 
Faro Blanco’s Cheese-filled tortellini with unique 
pomodoro sauce; The Old Man and the Sea’s Sau¬ 
teed diced oysters, shrimp and fish on the half¬ 
shell topped with hollandaise as well as Fresh 
catch of the day in papaya sauce; and Windows 
on Amba’s Cheesecake with red fruit sauce. The 
April event promises a menu just as delicious! 
Restaurants of the Amba Gastronomic Associa¬ 
tion (AGA) will serve their tempting signature 
dishes. 

Arion Wine Company will pour its fine interna¬ 
tional vintages. Local artisans and live music will 
lend an authentic Amban touch. 

Savor the international flavors of AGA and Divi 
restaurants such as Amazonia, Aqua Grill, Drift¬ 
wood, French Steak House, Gasparito, Giorgio’s, 
La Trattoria El Faro Blanco, Mulligan’s, The Old 
Man & the Sea and Windows on Amba. Enjoy 
the fine wines of Arion Trading Company. 
Admission of US $ 18.00 (Awg. 30,-) includes 4 
food tickets plus 2 wine (or beer) tickets (or 4 soft 
drink tickets). Buy tickets at door. Limited seat¬ 
ing. 

The Amba Culinary Festival, perfect for locals as 
well as tourists, is sponsored by Divi Resorts and 
the Amba Gastronomic Association. 

Great food, fine wines, fun ambiance, wonderful 
music, scenic venue...a perfect evening awaits 
you! 

The Amba Culinary Festival will take place on 
the first Monday of every month. Next month’s 
event will take place on May 2. For more infor¬ 
mation, contact Amba Gastronomic Association 
at 586 1266 or 592 6244.Q 


De Palm s 

Coastal environmental initiatives a success 



ORANJESTAD - Twelve months 
ago, De Palm Tours, Amba’s larg¬ 
est tours and transportation com¬ 
pany made a commitment to care 
for the Alto Vista chapel and its 
environs. 

The chapel and its surrounding nat¬ 
ural garden are a historical site, and 
a national heritage landmark. 
Located on the island’s North Shore 
the Alto Vista chapel is flanked by 
five, equally popular and charm¬ 
ing inlets - bocas in Papiamento, 
which are frequented by locals and 
visitors, on island tours. 

Answering the call of the Amba 
Hotel & Tourism Association’s En¬ 
vironmental Committee, De Palm 
Tours pledged time and resources 
for a monthly clean up of that off- 


the-beaten-path area from Boca 
Grandi to Bocas Pos, one kilometer 
to the north and one kilometer to 
the south of the chapel, and along 
the coastline. That wind-swept 
coast serves as the ocean’s deposit 
for floating marine debris, plastic, 
bottles, and driftwood brought in 
by the currents of the Caribbean 
seas, and deposited on the shore. 
While driftwood, shells and coral 
washed in by the ocean are wel¬ 
come, plastic and glass is not! 

Thus De Palm Tours made the de¬ 
cision to shoulder this corporate 
responsibility, with an appeal to 
its own employees. Not surpris¬ 
ingly, the response for the past year 
has been enthusiastic, resulting in 
20 to 30 employees with family 


members in tow signing up for the 
task each time, with the company’s 
Green Team, entmsted with the 
organization and logistics, at the 
helm. 

Twelve months later, De Palm 
Tours reports considerable success. 
More than 600 bags of debris have 
been lifted from the area, and over 
time four of the bocas were scoured 
and the fifth will be receiving its 
clean bill of health by the already- 
scheduled, April cleanup. 

The Chapel’s garden, has also re¬ 
ceived much attention from lawn 
mowers and weed whackers, now 
boasting trimmed bushes and 
pruned trees, maintained in their 
natural state. They are all indig¬ 
enous plants, lined by natural rock 
and driftwood decorations. 

Visitors and locals may now enjoy 
an improved vista, at Alto Vista, 
courtesy of De Palm Tours. 

A company spokesperson reports 
that De Palm Tours will contin¬ 
ue to take care of the Alto Vista 
Chapel and the adjacent bocas for 
years to come, hoping to serve as 
an example in the community in¬ 
spiring other companies, schools, 
or extended families to join in and 
adopt their own piece of paradise, 
as the efforts benefit the island 
and prove that clean ups just one 
boca at the time, can make a huge 
difference! !□ 
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The Renaissance Mall previews Aruba In Style 



ORANJESTAD - The Re¬ 
naissance Mall previewed 
Aruba In Style, an upcoming 
fashion week event unfold¬ 
ing here November 3 rd to 6 th . 
The preview captivated an en¬ 
thusiastic audience made up 
of travel professionals from 
Latin America attending the 
annual tourism conference, 
CATA. Aruba in Style, is pro¬ 
duced in association with IMG 
and is the first of its kind in the 
region. Celebrities, designers, 
top models, fashion media 
and fashinistas will flock to 
the island for fashion shows, 
parties and designers events 
in early November. The travel 
professionals attending CATA 
reported they will be promot¬ 
ing travel to Aruba for the 
premiere of Aruba In Style, 
as soon as they return to their 
home countries. 

The Renaissance Mall with its 
lovely string of fashion bou¬ 
tiques was the perfect venue 
for the preview in a form of 
a dazzling fashion show fea¬ 
turing looks by Gottex and 
Eva Boutique, Kenneth Cole, 


BCBG, Ermenegildo Zegna 
and Carolina Herrera. Aruba’s 
top models under the direction 
of Ronchi de Cuba, of Koma 
models, strutted their stuff on 
the runway, especially created 
for the occasion in the heart of 
the mall. 

The evening was a total suc¬ 
cess. Immediately after the 
fashion show emceed by Ev- 
elin Wever, PR & Marketing 
Executive for Aruba In Style, 
Renaissance Aruba Resort & 
Casino presented the dignitar¬ 
ies with an interactive buffet 
of delicious specialties over 
bottomless flutes of cham¬ 
pagne with live music by Jairo 
Boekhoudt and Acoustic Soul. 
Special thanks go to the Aruba 
Tourism Authority, The Re¬ 
naissance Aruba Resort & 
Casino, the Renaissance Mall 
and Mosaic Fabulous Event 
Planners, for jointly raising 
the bar on VIP entertainment 
on the island. 

General Manager Paul Gielen 
welcomed the guests on be¬ 
half of Renaissance serving as 
the party host.Q 
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The Casino at the Radisson dedicates 
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Month of April to Aruba’s Special Athletes 



PALM BEACH - Radisson 
Casino General Manager Mi¬ 
chael Croes welcomed special 
athletes to the resort for an an¬ 
nouncement of a month-long 
campaign by The Casino to as¬ 
sist them in raising the funds 
required for an Aruban delega¬ 
tion to participate in the Special 
Olympics International Sum¬ 
mer Games (for the mentally 
challenged) 2011, this year tak¬ 
ing place in Athens, Greece. Mr. 
Croes was joined by Chairman 
of the Special Olympics Com¬ 
mittee Aruba, Arturo Werleman, 
in explaining the importance of 
encouraging the mentally chal¬ 
lenged to “be all they can be” 
by training and competing in 
Special Olympics; the lessons 
they learn provide self-esteem 
and the confidence to master 
job skills and to live a produc¬ 
tive, fulfilling life. 

The Casino at the Radisson will 
open their fundraising cam¬ 
paign with an April Fools’ Day 
Texas Hold ‘Em tournament 


this Friday, April 1. Players are 
invited to join in games begin¬ 
ning at 5:00, 8:00 and 11:00 
PM. Buy-in for each game is 
$150 U.S. for $6,000 in chips, 
with a 10% casino fee. The first 
three rounds will allow re-buys 
of $100 for $3,000 in chips, 
with all re-buys being donated 
to the Aruba Special Olympics 
Foundation. First place win¬ 
ner will take home 40% of the 
purse, which increases with the 
number of players; 2 nd place 
wins 25%, 3 rd wins 20% and 
4 th place wins 12%-3% of the 
buy-in is for the dealers and 
servers. Unlimited Premium 
drinks are served to all players 
during the tournaments as part 
of the package. On Saturday, 
April 9, The Casino will host 
a fundraising bingo beginning 
at 1:00 PM. Cards cost $10 for 
8 games, with all proceeds go¬ 
ing to Special Olympics. There 
will be cash rewards in increas¬ 
ing value and prizes such as gift 
certificates for dinners for two, 


weekend stays and spa treat¬ 
ments from various vendors 
around the island who support 
Aruba’s special athletes. The 
Radisson alone is providing one 
of each of these prizes, along 
with several other fine restau¬ 
rants and resorts. The Casino 
has placed a donation box in 
the Players’ Area, in which they 
encourage their patrons to de¬ 
posit chips and loose change 
and will conduct a nightly raffle 
at 11:00 PM for $100 dollars in 
non-redeemable chips. Raffle 
tickets cost $5 to win 20x that 
amount in chips, and are sold 
at the cashier’s booth. All pro¬ 


ceeds from the raffle are to send 
Aruba’s special athletes on their 
way to “Go, Go, for the Gold in 
Greece!” These activities will 
continue throughout the month 
of April. “The Casino at the 
Radisson and resort manage¬ 
ment are proud to sponsor the 
Aruba Special Olympics Com¬ 
mittee in their goal to represent 
their island during this impor¬ 
tant international event,” stated 
Mr. Croes “We were personally 
surprised and pleased to learn 
that our special athletes came 
home with more than 20 med¬ 
als of gold, silver and bronze 
medals at the last international 


games in Shanghai, China 
where they competed against 
more then 7,000 athletes from 
172 nations. We know they 
will make all their country¬ 
men proud as they win again 
in Greece in June, and we hope 
all Arubans will support them 
in their efforts to participate in 
this year’s Summer Games.” 
Arturo Werleman expressed 
his gratitude to Mr. Croes and 
the Radisson Aruba Resort, Ca¬ 
sino & Spa for their sponsor¬ 
ship, not only financially, but 
in encouraging the special ath¬ 
letes and Arubans to be proud 
of what they do and strive to 
accomplish. Volunteers of the 
Special Olympics Committee 
Aruba will be selling tickets 
for the April 9 Bingo, and hope 
many will attend to enjoy a con¬ 
genial afternoon, meet the ath¬ 
letes, and show their support. 
To purchase tickets call Arturo 
Werleman at 730-0414 or Netty 
Williams, Director of Volun¬ 
teers at 742-3306.Q 
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la Cabana brings history to life 




Eagle Beach - Three genera¬ 
tions of politically-aware 
and savvy Arubans, Mario 
Fr. Arends, 93, Carla Paris- 
Arends, 64 and Carluisa 
Tamara Paris, 34, visited 
La Cabana Beach & Rac¬ 
quet Club for a lunch-box 
presentation. They came to 
share their personal expe¬ 
riences in relationship with 
the island’s struggle for 
independence, celebrated 
with the upcoming Flag & 
Anthem Day. 

The senior Mr. Arends was 
among island residents who 
in 1948 signed the petition 
asking the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands for the indepen¬ 
dence of Aruba. His daugh¬ 
ter Mrs. Paris-Arends is an 


archivist. She delivered to 
the conference room all her 
newspaper clipping books de¬ 
scribing the island’s desire for 
independence and the polling 
of the community in March of 
1977, asking 26.121 voters to 
share their wish, whether to 
remain within the federation 
of Dutch Caribbean islands or 
to become independent. 

As 82% of the vote opted for 
independence, Aruba’s status 
aparte was declared, becom¬ 
ing a reality 25 years ago, 
in 1986. The third dignitary 
visiting the resort was Lissy 
Paris, a school teacher who 
works with island youngsters, 
teaching the island’s living 
history as told to her by her 
grandpa and mom. 

Assistant General Manager 
Jessica Franken also shared 
she was privileged to be a stu¬ 
dent, when Betico Croes, the 
Father of the Nation and the 
engineer of status aparte was 
still teaching school. She ex¬ 
pressed her gratitude to him, 
for inspiring her to get an edu¬ 
cation, become a professional 
and work for the advancement 
and betterment of her island. 
Pictured here an interesting 
lunch box presentation, of¬ 
fered by the department of hu¬ 
man resources at La Cabana 
Beach & Racquet Club.Q 
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Migrants approach 
Lampedusa harbor 

Berlusconi 
visits island 
of migrants 

By PAOLO LUCARIELLO 
Associated Press 
LAMPEDUSA, Italy - Pre¬ 
mier Silvio Berlusconi prom¬ 
ised Wednesday to quickly 
evacuate the thousands of 
North African migrants who 
have overwhelmed the tiny 
Italian island of Lampedusa, 
earning cheers from residents 
exasperated by the arrivals. 

A Navy ship and a commer¬ 
cial ferry arrived in the morn¬ 
ing, and at least three more 
were expected throughout the 
day to pick up the migrants, 
said Cosimo Alessandro 
Nicastro, commander of the 
Italian Coast Guard. The ships 
will move some to temporary 
shelters elsewhere in Italy. 
“Within 48 to 60 hours 
Lampedusa will be inhab¬ 
ited only by Lampedusa resi¬ 
dents,” Berlusconi said. 

The premier was on his first 
visit to the island since the 
migrant crisis broke in Janu¬ 
ary as unrest spread across 
North Africa. Since, then, 
some 18,000 migrants, mostly 
Tunisian, have arrived on the 
island, overwhelming the lo¬ 
cal immigrant center, outnum¬ 
bering the island’s local popu¬ 
lation, and forcing many to 
sleep in makeshift tent camps 
or in fields as they wait for 
transfers. “The migrants who 
arrive on the docks of Lampe¬ 
dusa’s port will be immedi¬ 
ately put on boats for other 
destinations,” either back to 
Tunisia or detention centers 
elsewhere in Italy, Berlusconi 
told a news conference. 

Those ineligible for political 
asylum or without jobs await¬ 
ing them in Italy are given de¬ 
portation orders. 


In Libya 

Rebels flee east from Gaddafi bombardment 

Brega, but carried on toward Ajdabiyah, where some regrouped. 
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Guided-missile destroyer 


By Alexander Dziadosz 
Associated Press 

AJDABIYAH, Libya - Libyan rebels fled in headlong retreat 
from the superior arms and tactics of Muammar Gaddafi’s 
troops on Wednesday, exposing the insurgents’ weakness with¬ 
out Western air strikes to tip the scales in their favor. 

It had taken more than five days of allied bombardment to de¬ 
stroy government tanks and artillery in the strategic town of 
Ajdabiyah before rebels rushed in and chased Gaddafi’s troops 
300 km west in a two-day dash along the coast. 

Two days later the rebels have been pushed back to close to 
where they started. 

The Libyan army first ambushed the chaotic caravan of volun¬ 
teers, supporters and bystanders outside Gaddafi’s hometown 
of Sirte, then outflanked them through the desert, a maneuver 
requiring the sort of discipline the rag-tag rebels lack. 

The towns of Nawfaliyah, Bin Jawad and Ras Lanuf fell in 
quick succession to the lightning government counter-strike. 
Rebels showed no signs of trying to hold on to the next town, 


Dozens of pick-up trucks mounted with machineguns milled 
around the western gate of Ajdabiyah. Confusion reigned. 
Asked what was happening, one rebel said: “We don’t know. 
They say there may be a group of Gaddafi’s men coming from 
the south.” That would suggest another big flanking move 
through the endless desert which pins the coast road to the sea. 
Cars carrying families and their belongings streamed out of 
Ajdabiyah toward the rebel stronghold of Benghazi. 

In town after town, Gaddafi force’s have unleashed a fierce 
bombardment from tanks, artillery and truck-launched Grad 
rockets which has usually forced rebels to swiftly flee. 

“These are our weapons,” said rebel fighter Mohammed, point¬ 
ing to his assault rifle. 

“We can’t fight Grads with them,” he said earlier before joining 
the rush away from the front. 

Without Western air strikes, the rebels seem unable to make 
advances or even hold their positions against Gaddafi’s armor. 
Warplanes flew over the battlefield for a time on Wednesday, 
but there was no evidence of any bombardment of government 
forces. 

Rebel forces lack training, discipline and leadership. There are 
many different groups of volunteers and decisions are often 
made only after heated arguments. 

When they advance it is often without proper reconnaissance or 
protection for their flanks. Their courage and enthusiasm not¬ 
withstanding, the insurgents tend to flee in disarray whenever 
Gaddafi forces start sustained firing. 

“Whether we advance 50 km or retreat 50 km it’s a big country. 
They will go back the next day,” rebel spokesman Mustafa Gh- 
eriani told reporters in the opposition stronghold of Benghazi. 
“This revolution really is only five weeks old. On the politi¬ 
cal front it is very organised,” he said. “Normally it takes six 
months to train a soldier ... We are talking about citizens who 
picked up guns to protect their homes.”□ 


Japan urges calm aver food export fears 



Tsunami-hit Okawa Elementary School 


By Shinichi Saoshiro 
Associated Press 
TOKYO - Japan called on 
the world not to impose “un¬ 
justifiable” import curbs on 
its goods as French President 
Nicolas Sarkozy was due 
to arrive; the first leader to 
visit since an earthquake and 
tsunami damaged a nuclear 
plant, sparking the worst nu¬ 
clear crisis since Chernobyl in 
1986. 

In a briefing to the World 
Trade Organization (WTO), 
Japan said it was monitoring 
radioactive contamination to 
prevent potential food safety 
risks and would provide the 
WTO with quick and precise 
information. 

“In return, Japan asked mem¬ 
bers not to overreact,” said a 
WTO official. 

Several countries have banned 
milk and produce from the ar¬ 
eas near the damaged Daiichi 
nuclear plant, 240 km (150 


miles) north of Tokyo, due 
to contamination fears. Japan 
has itself stopped exports of 
vegetables and milk from near 
the plant, which is leaking ra¬ 
diation. 

Radioactive iodine in the sea 
off the damaged plant has hit 
record levels. The state nu¬ 
clear safety agency said the 
amounts were 3,355 times the 
legal limit and highly toxic 
plutonium has been detected 
in the soil at Daiichi. 

As operators struggle to re¬ 
gain control of the damaged 
reactors three weeks after the 
quake and tsunami, smoke 
was reported to be coming 
from a second damaged nu¬ 
clear plant nearby on Wednes¬ 
day, with the authorities say¬ 
ing an electric distribution 
board powering a water pump 
was the problem. 

The Daini plant several miles 
from the stricken Daiichi fa¬ 
cility has been put into cold 


shutdown. 

“This incident will not cause 
any effect of radiation exter¬ 
nally,” nuclear plant operator 
Tokyo Electric Power (TEP- 
CO) said in a statement. 
French President Nicolas Sar¬ 
kozy, who chairs the G20 and 
G8 blocs of nations, will meet 
Prime Minister Naoto Khan 
to express support for Japan’s 
efforts to end its nuclear cri¬ 
sis and rebuild after the quake 


and tsunami, which have left 
27,500 people dead or miss¬ 
ing. 

France has already flown in 
two experts from its state- 
owned nuclear reactor maker 
Areva and its CEA nuclear re¬ 
search body to assist TEPCO. 
The United States has agreed 
to send radiation-detecting ro¬ 
bots to help explore the reac¬ 
tor cores and spent-fuel pools 
at the stricken nuclear plant. □ 
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Should the U.S.A. 
arm Libyan rebels? 



Rebels in pickup truck 

New York - Moammar Gadhafi’s opponents are reportedly in 
disarray, and fleeing. Hillary Clinton says the U.S. may arm 
them. Should we? The Obama administration is in a heated de¬ 
bate, both internally and with our NATO allies, over arming the 
Libyan forces trying to oust Moammar Gadhafi. Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton said Tuesday that the U.S. is allowed to 
skirt the U.S. arms embargo, while NATO’s leader disagreed. 
Meanwhile, after days of gaining ground, aided by allied air- 
strikes, the Libyan rebels are in retreat again, and opposition 
leaders are blaming Gadhafi’s far-superior firepower. With the 
future of Libya, and the NATO mission, at stake, should we find 
a way to give the rebels better weapons? 

No, we can’t risk arming jihadists: With the rebels apparently 
in a “disorganized, panicked retreat” once again, it’s tempting 
to want to do something, says Doug Mataconis at Outside the 
Beltway. But giving them weapons “poses at least two prob¬ 
lems”: Key coalition allies would defect, and we’d be arming 
a rebel force that contains “flickers” of potential al Qaeda and 
Hezbollah fighters, according to NATO. It “seems rather inad¬ 
visable” to arm our enemies. 

Yes, we should go all in: It almost doesn’t matter who the rebels 
are, says Roger Cohen in The New York Times. Libya will be 
free, and now that we are involved, we need to “be ruthless” 
about helping usher Gadhafi out. □ 


The GOP plummeting popularity 


New York - Voters have 
soured quickly on new Re¬ 
publican governors in some 
big swing states. Is this a reci¬ 
pe for disaster in 2012? 
Republicans took over the 
governors’ mansions in sev¬ 
eral key states in 2010, but 
recent polls suggest that many 
voters are already fed up with 
their slash-and-bum, budget¬ 
cutting ways. First, the poll 
numbers of governors John 
Kasich of Ohio and Scott 
Walker of Wisconsin dropped 
sharply. Now Gov. Rick Scott, 
in the crucial swing state of 
Florida, is finding that “the 
honeymoon is over,” with his 
approval rating sinking to 33 
percent just three months into 
his term, according to Public 
Policy Polling. Does this sig¬ 
nal big trouble for the GOP in 
the 2012 elections? 

This could spell doom for 
Republicans: “The rejection 
of these governors’ austerity 
packages” could cost the GOP 
big in 2012, says Dave Weigel 
at Slate, and not just in their 
home states. It could cripple 
the party’s presidential tick¬ 
et, because “it’s hard to win 
without Ohio and Florida.” 
But Republicans still might 
dodge this bullet: Anger over 
the budget cuts could subside 
before election day if the 



Rick Scott 


economy improves. 

Don’t believe the liberal pro¬ 
paganda: Calling these polls 
a sign of looming disaster 
for the GOP is pure “political 
spin,” says Sam Foster at Left 
Coast Rebel. Public Policy 
Polling is linked to Demo¬ 
crats, and its polling sample 
in Florida skews hard to the 
left, giving Democrat Alex 
Sink a seven-point advantage, 
even though Scott just beat 
her in November. In this poll, 
“the big population driving up 
Scott’s negatives” is people 
who didn’t vote in 2010, and 
probably won’t show up in 
2012, either. 

“According to Public Policy 
Polling, people who didn’t 
vote or remember if they vot¬ 


ed don’t approve of Florida 
Gov. Scott” 

Denying the problem won’t 
help the GOP: If the Florida 
poll leaned Democratic, says 
Steve Benen at Washington 
Monthly, why did the re¬ 
spondents give rave reviews 
to newly-elected Sen. Marco 
Rubio, a Tea Party favorite? 
Scott is clearly part of the 
“new crop of far-right Re¬ 
publican governors” who are 
“quickly annoying their own 
constituents” in big swing 
states. Democrats lost in 2010 
because voters were sick of 
the status quo; now voters 
are getting a whole lot of re¬ 
minders of “why they didn’t 
like Republicans in the first 
place.”□ 


Did Walmart discriminate against 2 million women? 


Is BP guilty of manslaughterP 



Protesters hold signs 


New York - The Supreme 
Court hears arguments in a 
massive class-action discrimi¬ 
nation suit against the retail 
giant The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday will begin hearing 
what observers are calling 
“the biggest class-action dis¬ 
crimination case ever fought.” 
The case, which stretches 
back 11 years, pits the retail 
giant Walmart against a group 
of plaintiffs who contend the 
company intentionally dis¬ 
criminates against its female 
employees by paying them 
significantly less money than 
their male co-workers. The 
Supreme Court must decide, 
finally, if the case can proceed 
as a class-action lawsuit. If 
the court sides with the plain¬ 
tiffs, Walmart could potential¬ 
ly be forced to pay millions of 
its current and former female 
employees as much as $25 bil¬ 
lion in back pay and punitive 
damages. If Walmart wins, it 


would deal a blow to class-ac¬ 
tion lawsuits across the board. 
Which way is the court likely 
to rule? The court will side 
with Walmart: The law re¬ 
quires class actions to “repre¬ 
sent a coherent group of plain¬ 
tiffs” with common claims 
and zero conflict, says Daniel 
Fisher at Forbes. Walmart’s 
“powerful argument” is that 
its female workforce is “in¬ 


ternally fractured,” with fe¬ 
male executives who suppos¬ 
edly discriminated against 
other women, and “hundreds 
of thousands of women who 
suffered no discrimination.” 
But the court’s three women 
may make a difference: Most 
people contend that “big busi¬ 
ness never loses at the Roberts 
court,” says Dahlia Lithwick 
at Slate’s Double X blog. □ 


New York - Eleven workers were killed in the 2010 Gulf ex¬ 
plosion that led to a devastating oil spill. Now federal prosecu¬ 
tors are considering manslaughter charges for BP managers 
Almost a year after an oil rig explosion in the Gulf of Mexi¬ 
co caused the largest offshore oil spill in U.S. history, federal 
prosecutors are considering legal charges. Eleven workers were 
killed when the Deepwater Horizon rig exploded on April 20 
last year, and the Justice Department is now reportedly examin¬ 
ing whether negligence makes BP managers guilty of involun¬ 
tary manslaughter. Is this just scapegoating? 

If they were negligent, prosecute them: How do you divvy up 
blame for an accident, asks Stephen Reader at Death and Taxes. 
Well, it’s quite easy when “government regulations are ignored 
or circumvented.” And that certainly seems to be the case here: 
BP had reportedly been aware of problems with the cement used 
to seal the well for three years, and decided against installing a 
key safety device. If it’s proved that BP chiefs “opted to use 
shoddy equipment, or no equipment at all,” then by all means, 
let them face prosecution. 

Don’t expect to see Tony Hayward in court: BP’s former chief 
executive Tony Hayward became the villain of last year’s oil 
spill, says Nitasha Tiku at New York, and many may be ex¬ 
cited “picturing in an orange jumpsuit.” Don’t get your hopes 
up. Charges will likely only be for “low-level managers who 
ran the operation.” 

The feds won’t prosecute, but this really hurts BP: It’s unlikely 
that individual BP managers or executives will be hauled into 
court, says Kirsten Korosec at BNET. □ 
























Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant 


UN atomic watchdog raises 
alarm over Japan evacuations 

By Shingo Ito 
Associated Press 

SENDAI, Japan - The UN atomic watchdog said Wednesday 
radiation in a village outside the evacuation 
zone around a stricken Japanese nuclear plant was above safe 
levels, urging that Japan reassess the situation. 

In its first such call, the International Atomic Energy Agency 
added its voice to that of Greenpeace in warning over radioac¬ 
tivity in Iitate village, where the government has already told 
residents not to drink tap water. 

Japan has struggled to contain its nuclear emergency since a 
14-metre tsunami hit the Fukushima plant after a huge quake 
on March 11, with radioactive substances entering the air, sea 
and foodstuffs from the region. 

Iitate village is 40 kilometres northwest of the crisis-hit plant 
outside both the government-imposed 20 kilometre exclusion 
zone and the 30-kilometre “stay indoors” zone. 

“The first assessment indicates that one of the IAEA opera¬ 
tional criteria for evacuation is exceeded in Iitate village,” the 
IAEA’s head of nuclear safety and security, Denis Flory, told 
reporters in Vienna on Wednesday. 

The watchdog advised Japanese authorities to “carefully as¬ 
sess the situation and they have indicated that it is already 
under assessment,” Flory said. 

But he added the IAEA, which does not have the mandate to 
order national authorities to act, was not calling for a general 
widening of the exclusion zone. 

Amid public fears over contamination from the world’s worst 
nuclear crisis since Chernobyl, campaign group Greenpeace 
called earlier Wednesday for the zone to be expanded to evac¬ 
uate everyone within 30 kilometres of the plant. 

It said the government should consider moving children and 
pregnant women beyond that, after urging Tuesday that resi¬ 
dents of Iitate be moved. 

Radiation expert Jan van der Putte said “remaining in Iitate 
for just a few days could mean receiving the maximum per¬ 
missible annual dose of radiation”. 

On Wednesday he added: “Exposing a large number of people 
to this level of radiation creates a collective risk which is very 
significant over a long term, in terms of years. Our main con¬ 
cern is an increased incidence of cancer.” 

The reading in Iitate village was 2 megabecquerels per square 
metre, a “ratio about two times higher than levels” at which 
the IAEA recommends evacuations, said the head of its Inci¬ 
dent and Emergency Centre, Elena Buglova. 

The government on Monday told residents of Iitate not to 
drink tap water, with media reports saying 4,000 residents 
would be given bottled water. 

Radiation worries in the area worsened Wednesday when io- 
dine-131 detected in the Pacific Ocean water near Fukushima 
surged to a new high of 3,355 times the legal limit, officials 
said, against a previous high of 1,850 times the limit. Q 
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Brazilians pay 


Homage to late vice president 



Honor guards carry coffin carrying remains 


By MARCO SIBAJA 
Associated Press 
BRASILIA, Brazil - Hundreds 
of Brazilians filed through the 
presidential palace Wednes¬ 
day to honor former Vice 
President Jose Alencar, a man 
who earned respect by rising 
from poverty through hard 
work and by sharing with 
the public his struggle with 
cancer. The public wake was 
preceded by a Mass attended 
by Brazil’s figures, as well 
as Alencar’s family. He died 
Tuesday in a Sao Paulo hos¬ 
pital after fighting abdominal 
cancer since 1997. He was 79. 
Alencar served two terms un¬ 
der President Luiz Inacio Lula 
da Silva. He was born poor, 
but became a multimillion¬ 
aire as the founder of one of 
the largest textile businesses 
in Brazil, counting Wal-Mart 
among his clients, with a for¬ 
tune estimated at some $200 
million. 

President Dilma Rousseff and 
Silva cut short a trip to Por¬ 
tugal to return for ceremonies 
honoring Alencar. 

Alencar’s body was moved 


to Brasilia from Sao Paulo, 
where he died. The crowd 
gathered outside the Sirio- 
Libanes Hospital clapped re¬ 
spectfully when his body was 
taken away. 

In Brazilia, mourners filed 
past his open casket, many 
visibly moved by the death. 
His colleague in Silva’s gov¬ 
ernment, former Foreign Min¬ 
ister Celso Amorin said dur¬ 
ing the ceremony that Alencar 
was an inspiration personally 
and as a politician. 

“He had a career that started 


with a very humble childhood 
and he became a successful 
entrepreneur without losing 
his simplicity, his humility,” 
said Amorin. 

The president of Congress, 
Marco Maia, said Alencar 
“represents the hope that the 
country can continue to ad¬ 
vance, growing and improv¬ 
ing the quality of life of our 
people.” 

Alencar was also respected for 
his candid discussions about 
the cancer he struggled with 
for 13 years.□ 


In Yemen 

Saleh makes new offer to protesters 



Anti-government protesters shout slogans 


By Mohammed Ghobari 
Associated Press 
SANAA - Yemen’s president 
has made a new offer to pro¬ 
testers demanding his ouster, 
proposing he stays in of¬ 
fice until elections are held 
but transferring his powers 
to a caretaker government, 
an opposition source said 
on Wednesday. Ali Abdul¬ 
lah Saleh made his offer at 
a meeting on Tuesday night 
with Mohammed al-Yadoumi, 
head of the Islamist Islah par¬ 
ty. It was the first time Saleh 
had dealt with Islah, once a 
partner in his government, an 
opposition spokesmen said. 
“The opposition could pick a 
head of government of its own 
choosing and there would be 
parliamentary elections by the 
end of the year,” an opposi¬ 
tion source said of Saleh’s of- 
fer.He said the opposition was 
still considering its response. 
Weeks of protests by many 
thousands in Sanaa and other 


cities have sent Saleh’s 32- 
year rule to the brink of col¬ 
lapse, but the United States 
and top oil producer Saudi 
Arabia, a key Yemen financer, 
are worried over who could 
succeed their ally. 

They have long regarded 
Saleh as a bulwark of stabil¬ 
ity who can keep al Qaeda 
from extending its foothold in 
an Arabian Peninsula country 
that many see as close to dis¬ 
integration. 


Yemen’s al Qaeda wing 
claimed responsibility for a 
foiled attempt in late 2009 to 
blow up an airliner bound for 
Detroit, and for U.S.-bound 
cargo bombs sent in Octo¬ 
ber 2010. U.S. officials have 
said openly they like working 
with Saleh who has allowed 
unpopular U.S. air strikes in 
Yemen against al Qaeda and 
Saleh has said the U.S. ambas¬ 
sador in Sanaa is involved in 
talks to find a solution. □ 
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In London 


In Egypt 


Gavernment enacts new bribery law 


Presidential vote to 



Justice Secretary Ken Clarke 


LONDON - The government 
said Wednesday that a new 
bribery law would be imple¬ 
mented in July, offering new 
guidelines to calm business 
concerns and an assurance 
that it would not apply to for¬ 
eign firms listed in London. 
The Bribery Act, which up¬ 
dates Britain’s decades-old 
laws on corruption, was 
passed in April 2010 but its 
implementation was delayed 
following concerns from busi¬ 
ness, including about what it 


meant for corporate hospital¬ 
ity. 

Justice Secretary Ken Clarke 
announced Wednesday that 
the new legislation would 
come into force on July 1, and 
he unveiled new guidelines on 
how it will be enacted. 

“I have listened carefully to 
business representatives to en¬ 
sure the Bribery Act is imple¬ 
mented fully and in a work¬ 
able, common-sense way,” he 
said. 

The law creates new offenc- 



LOCATED AT THE HOLIDAY INN 

Black Jack, Craps, 3 Card Poker, Caribbean Stud 
Poker, Slots and daily Bingos!!! 

Only Casino in Aruba 
Where dealer stands on 
Soft 17 

SPORTS BOOK 

No charge or tax on winnings 

Live simulcast of all major tracks 
Highest limits in Aruba 

POKER ROOM 
Tournaments 

Mondays & Tuesdays at 6:30 PM $10 
Wednesdays & Thursdays at 6:30 PM $25 
Fridays at 7:00 PM $50 
Saturdays at 7:00 PM Freeze out $150 
Sundays at 7:00 PM Freeze out $100 
(Tournaments are subject to charge as per 
Management criteria) 

Lady Luck is waiting for you at Excelsior Casino!! 



be held by November 


es of offering or receiving a 
bribe, bribing foreign public 
officials or failing to prevent a 
bribe being paid on behalf of 
an organization. 

British-based companies can 
be prosecuted under the new 
law regardless of where the 
offences occurred. 

In an interview with the Fi¬ 
nancial Times, Clarke said it 
would apply only to compa¬ 
nies “carrying on a business in 
the UK” but reassured foreign 
firms that a listing in London 
did not automatically bring 
them into the law’s reach. 
However, he stressed that the 
question of jurisdiction would 
be left to the British courts to 
decide. Adam Marshall, di¬ 
rector of policy at the British 
Chambers of Commerce, said 
it was “encouraged” by ef¬ 
forts to make the law clearer 
with the guidelines, particu¬ 
larly its assertion that corpo¬ 
rate hospitality would not be 
scrutinised. 

“We must avoid creating a 
situation where companies 
choose not to trade in fast¬ 
growing overseas markets be¬ 
cause they are afraid it of get¬ 
ting it wrong,” he said. 
“Legitimate businesses must 
be able to operate in foreign 
markets, engage agents, and 
entertain potential clients 
without fear of falling foul of 
the law. 

“Meanwhile, the full force of 
the law should be brought to 
bear on the unscrupulous.” 
However, anti-corruption 
watchdog Transparency In¬ 
ternational UK suggested the 
guidance “undermines the act 
and will limit its effective¬ 
ness”. “Parts of it read more 
like a guide on how to evade 
the act than how to develop 
company procedures that 
will uphold it,” said execu¬ 
tive director Chandrashekhar 
Krishnanm.Q 
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Mural depicting man 
in shackles 

By MAGGIE MICHAEL 
Associated Press 

CAIRO - Egypt’s military 
rulers said on Wednesday that 
the country’s first presiden¬ 
tial elections since the oust¬ 
er of longtime ruler Hosni 
Mubarak will be held by No¬ 
vember, giving the country’s 
emerging political groups up 
to eight months to organize. 
The announcement comes 10 
days after Egyptian voters 
overwhelmingly approved a 
reform package of constitu¬ 
tional amendments, but many 
critics fear the rapid timeta¬ 
ble for elections would give 
a significant advantage to 
the most organized political 
forces in the country, namely 
the Muslim Brotherhood and 
members of the former ruling 
party rather then the newly 
emerging forces, especially 
among the youth, involved in 
the uprising. 

The news came as the mili¬ 
tary’s announced a new 
62-article interim constitution 
to replace the one suspended 
after the fall of Mubarak’s re¬ 
gime on Feb. 11 in a popular 
uprising that rocked the re¬ 
gion. By giving a timetable 


for parliament and presiden¬ 
tial elections, the army backed 
up its earlier commitment to 
swiftly transfer power to a ci¬ 
vilian democratic authority. 
The presidential elections will 
be a held a month or two after 
September’s parliamentary 
contests, the military said. 
Many presidential hopefuls 
have already announced their 
plans to contest elections, in¬ 
cluding Nobel Prize laureate 
Mohamed ElBaradei, Arab 
League chief Amr Moussa, 
and longtime left-wing op¬ 
position politician Hamdeen 
Sabahi. Egypt’s Muslim 
Brotherhood, the country’s 
most organized group, said it 
will not nominate a candidate 
in the presidential elections. 
The interim constitution stip¬ 
ulates the creation of a com¬ 
mittee of 100 legal experts, 
academics, politicians and 
professionals to be selected 
by the newly elected parlia¬ 
ment to draft a new constitu¬ 
tion, which would then be ap¬ 
proved by a referendum. 
Despite demands by many 
of the youth groups behind 
the 18-day uprising, the new 
parliament will keep a 50 per¬ 
cent quota of seats allocated 
to “farmers and workers,” a 
holdover from the country’s 
socialist past. 

Amid intense debate about 
the identity of new Egypt, the 
new document emphasized 
the country’s Islamic identity 
by stating in Article 2 that the 
state religion is Islam and the 
principle of the Islamic Sharia 
law is the main source of leg¬ 
islation. 

Article 4, however, bans polit¬ 
ical parties based on religious 
grounds. 

Before announcing the in¬ 
terim constitution, the tran¬ 
sitional government met a 
long-running demand of re¬ 
formers and carried out a state 
media shake-up, replacing the 
old chief editors who under 
Mubarak era acted as his re¬ 
gime’s cheerleaders. 

Many of them, such as Al- 
Ahram editor-in-chief Osama 
Saraya, led media campaigns 
against the Jan. 25 uprising. □ 
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British Prime Minister David Cameron 


Gorbachev celebrates 80th 
with sparkling London party 


LONDON - A host of stars from the world of politics, music 
and film gathered to celebrate former Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev’s 80th birthday at a charity gala event in London on 
Wednesday. 

Statesmen and Russian oligarchs were to converge at the Royal 
Albert Hall for the party to celebrate his achievements, hosted 
by Hollywood stars Kevin Spacey and Sharon Stone. 

Ticket prices range from £195 to £100,000 for an exclusive box. 
The event is aimed at raising millions of dollars for cancer char¬ 
ities, including The Raisa Foundation, named in honor of the 
1990 Nobel Peace Prize winner’s late wife. 

Israeli President Shimon Peres, Hollywood action hero and 
former California governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, former 
British Prime Minister John Major and Earl Charles Spencer, 
brother of Diana, princess of Wales, are all to attend. 

The eclectic guest list also includes actresses Goldie Hawn and 
Milla Jovovich and England football manager Fabio Capello.Q 


WORLD NEWS |«! 


Thursday, March 31, 2011 


Pro-Ouattara 

Forces seize Ivory Coast capital 



People of different nationalities gather 


By MARCO CHOWN OVED 
Associated Press 
ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast - 
Fighters supporting Ivory 
Coast’s internationally 
recognized leader seized 
control of the country’s 
administrative capital on 
Wednesday, marking a 
symbolic victory after 
months of political chaos 
sparked when the incumbent 
refused to step down after the 
election. 

The fall of Yamoussoukro 
caps a dramatic advance 
on the city from multiple 
directions this week, but many 
believe a final bloody battle 
over the presidency is now 
destined for the commercial 
capital of Abidjan, only 143 
miles away. 

Capt. Leon Alla, a defense 
spokesman for the 
internationally backed leader 
Alassane Ouattara, confirmed 
to The Associated Press on 
Wednesday that “the town of 


Yamoussoukro is in the hands 
of the Republican Forces.” 
With the sounds of gunshots 
cracking over the telephone 
line, a woman at the downtown 
Hotel La Residence said rebel 
forces were doing a victory 
tour, shooting into the air. 
Residents came out into the 
streets to welcome them, she 
said. 

The woman, who would 


not give her name for fear 
of reprisals, said soldiers 
and police had fled hours 
before the rebels arrived. 
When the rebels first entered 
the city center, there were 
cries of alarm, she said, but 
those turned to shouts of joy 
and whistles of approval 
when the rebel forces were 
recognized. □ 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: "From the pier to your plate!" 



Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament2009 


ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Char¬ 
ters, the successful fisher¬ 
men of the established 
seafood restaurant Drift¬ 
wood in Oranjestad. 

Driftwood owner Herby 
Merryweather has a love and 
passion for fishing. A fisher¬ 
man who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have 
to offer, and what the words 



"fresh seafood" really mean. 
What Herby catches will be 
served in his restaurant on 


the same day. Herby loves 
to share his fishing passion 
with the many visitors to the 
island. His fleet of a 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
and a 50 ft. Twin Engine 
Post yacht, appropriately 
called "Driftwood I and II, is 
available for charters on a 
daily basis from 8am to 


Catch your own dinner 

12 noon and from 1 pm to 
5pm. A charter includes: 
captain, mate, all fishing 
equipment, bait, sodas and 
bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. You 
can call Herby directly at 
(297) 592 4040 or go to 
www.driftwoodaruba.com. 

Rotes: 

$360- 1/2 day 
$720- full day 
Rates per boat 
Max. 6 people 


Driftwood Restaurant 

This authentic Aruban 
seafood restaurant is located 
in characteristic downtown 
Oranjestad. Their extended 


menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily 
specials, as well as a delicious 
3-course menu for just $24. 



Driftwood Restaurant 

Authentic Aruban Seafood Restaurant 

Klipstraat 12, Downtown Oranjestad 
Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www.driftwoodaruba.com 

Opening hours: every day, but Tuesdays from 5pm till 10:30pm. 
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What’s in a nicknameP 



By GAIL COLLINS 
© 2011 New York Times 

Our question for today is: 
How do the potential Repub¬ 
lican presidential nominees 
stack up on Libya? 

Also, who has the best name? 
It has come to our attention 
that the most likely candidates 
at this point are Newt, Mitt 
and T-Paw. A country with a 
president named Barack is ob¬ 
viously willing to go with the 
flow on these matters. Still, 
the lineup for the Republican 
debates is going to sound like 
a wrestling tag-team match. 

I love this subject! Perhaps if 
we talk about it long enough I 
will get a chance to point out 
once again that Rep. Connie 
Mack of Florida, who sur¬ 
prised everyone by announc¬ 
ing Friday that he would not 
run for Sen. Bill Nelson’s seat 
in 2012, is actually named 
Cornelius Harvey McGil- 
licuddy IV. OK. About Libya. 
Earlier this month, Newton 
“Newt” Gingrich told Greta 
Van Susteren on Fox News 
that if he was in charge of 
the country the first thing he 
would do about Libya would 
be to “exercise a no-fly zone 
this evening.” Then President 
Barack Obama made exactly 
that decision. 

Newt must have been thrilled! 
I would not have intervened,” 
he told Matt Lauer on the “To¬ 
day” show. 

Cynics might suspect that 
Gingrich’s only real principle 
is to be opposed to whatever 
Obama is doing. But give him 
a break. The man has spent 
years as a TV talking head, 
a job that puts a premium on 
having lots and lots of strong 
opinions, even if they are the 
exact opposite of the ones you 
were floating the day before. 
This is totally different from 


the duty of presidential candi¬ 
date, which is to say the exact 
same thing over and over with 
an enthusiasm that suggests 
you just thought of the idea 
that very minute. 

Timothy “T-Paw” Pawlenty, 
told a Vanderbilt student TV 
reporter this week that the 
Libyan situation was “a very 
complex matter,” with no easy 
answers available. He’s also 
posted a rant on his Facebook 
page about the White House’s 
failure to “use all tools at its 
disposal to pressure el-Gad- 
hafi to stop the violence and 
to step down.” So possibly not 
all that complicated after all. 
Pawlenty is perhaps the clos¬ 
est thing we have now to a 
major declared Republican 
candidate. These days you 
don’t just throw your hat in the 
ring. You put the hat on a coat 
rack in the general vicinity of 
the ring, and then you have 
your supporters move the coat 
rack closer and closer, until it 
is finally time to take the hat 
down, put it right next to the 
ring and wait for a strong gust 
of wind. In a big news mo¬ 
ment this week, the Pawlenty 
campaign released a stirring 
video filled with shots of smil¬ 
ing workers, Ronald Reagan, 
farmers harvesting wheat, 
flags and golden retrievers in 
which T-Paw talks about tak¬ 
ing back America and then, to 
a triumphant swell of music, 
concludes: “That’s why today, 
I’m announcing the creation 
of an exploratory committee.” 
But back to Libya. Willard 
“Mitt” Romney supports the 
current mission, except for 
the part where it’s run by 
Obama. Mitt told a conserva¬ 
tive radio host this week that 
the president is weak because 
of “his fundamental disbelief 
in American exceptionalism.” 
This is part of a widespread 
Republican theory that simply 
believing that our country is 
a great and unique nation is 
not enough unless you also 
run around the world publicly 
pointing out to our allies that 
we are way, way better than 
they are. This fatal flaw, Rom¬ 
ney said, has left Obama “ten¬ 
tative, indecisive, timid and 
nuanced.” The worst thing you 
can have when you’re work¬ 
ing on diplomacy is nuance.□ 



looking for luck in Libya 



By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN 
© 2011 New York Times 

There is an old saying in the 
Middle East that a camel is a 
horse that was designed by a 
committee. That thought came 
to my mind as I listened to 
President Barack Obama try¬ 
ing to explain the interven¬ 
tion of America and its allies 
in Libya - and I don’t say that 
as criticism. I say it with em¬ 
pathy. This is really hard stuff, 
and it’s just the beginning. 
When an entire region that has 
been living outside the biggest 
global trends of free politics 
and free markets for half a cen¬ 
tury suddenly, from the bot¬ 
tom up, decides to join history 
- and each one of these states 
has a different ethnic, tribal, 
sectarian and political orien¬ 
tation and a loose coalition of 
Western and Arab states with 
mixed motives trying to figure 
out how to help them - well, 
folks, you’re going to end up 
with some very strange-look- 
ing policy animals. And Libya 
is just the first of many hard 
choices we’re going to face in 
the “new” Middle East. 

How could it not be? In Libya, 
we have to figure out whether 


to help rebels we do not know 
topple a terrible dictator we 
do not like, while at the same 
time we turn a blind eye to a 
monarch whom we do like in 
Bahrain, who has violently 
suppressed people we also 
like - Bahraini democrats - 
because these people we like 
have in their ranks people we 
don’t like: pro-Iranian Shiite 
hard-liners. All the while in 
Saudi Arabia, leaders we like 
are telling us we never should 
have let go of the leader who 
was so disliked by his own 
people - Hosni Mubarak - 
and, while we would like to 
tell the Saudi leaders to take a 
hike on this subject, we can’t 
because they have so much oil 
and money that we like. And 
this is a lot like our dilemma 
in Syria where a regime we 
don’t like - and which prob¬ 
ably killed the prime minister 
of Lebanon whom it disliked 
- could be toppled by people 
who say what we like, but 
we’re not sure they all really 
believe what we like because 
among them could be Sunni 
fundamentalists, who, if they 
seize power, could suppress 
all those minorities in Syria 
whom they don’t like. 

The last time the Sunni fun¬ 
damentalists in Syria tried to 
take over in 1982, then-Pres- 
ident Hafez al-Assad, one of 
those minorities, definitely did 
not like it, and he had 20,000 
of those Sunnis killed in one 
city called Hama, which they 
certainly didn’t like, so there is 


a lot of bad blood between all 
of them that could very likely 
come to the surface again, al¬ 
though some experts say this 
time it’s not like that because 
this time, and they could be 
right, the Syrian people want 
freedom for all. But, for now, 
we are being cautious. We’re 
not trying nearly as hard to get 
rid of the Syrian dictator as we 
are the Libyan one because the 
situation in Syria is just not as 
clear as we’d like and because 
Syria is a real game-changer. 
Libya implodes. Syria ex¬ 
plodes. 

Welcome to the Middle East of 
2011! You want the truth about 
it? You can’t handle the truth. 
The truth is that it’s a danger¬ 
ous, violent, hope-filled and 
potentially hugely positive or 
explosive mess - fraught with 
moral and political ambigui¬ 
ties. We have to build democ¬ 
racy in the Middle East we’ve 
got, not the one we want - and 
this is the one we’ve got. 
That’s why I am proud of my 
president, really worried about 
him, and just praying that he’s 
lucky. Unlike all of us in the 
armchairs, the president had 
to choose, and I found the 
way he spelled out his core 
argument Monday sincere and 
compelling: “Some nations 
may be able to turn a blind eye 
to atrocities in other countries. 
The United States of America 
is different. And, as president, 
I refused to wait for the images 
of slaughter and mass graves 
before taking action.’Q 
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Cleveland rocks lebron, Heat 102-90 

Cleveland Cavaliers’ Baron Davis celebrates a basket late in the fourth quarter of the Cavaliers’ 102-90 win over the Mi¬ 
ami Heat in an NBA basketball game Tuesday, March 29, 2011, in Cleveland. Associated Press 
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Yani Tseng waves on the 10th 
green in the first round of 
the LPGA Kia Classic golf 
tournament at Industry Hills 
Golf Club in Industry, Calif., 
Thursday, March 24, 2011. 

Associated Press 

No. 1 Tseng 
back to defend 
Kraft Nabisco 
title 

GREG BEACHAM 
AP Sports Writer 
RANCHO MIRAGE, Califor¬ 
nia (AP) — Yani Tseng will 
try to extend her recent win¬ 
ning streak as she defends 
her Kraft Nabisco Champion¬ 
ship title this week against a 
field that includes seven past 
champions, including Austra¬ 
lian Karrie Webb and Ameri¬ 
can Brittany Lincicome. 

The Taiwanese player rose to 
the world No. 1 ranking after 
winning last year’s title — 
the LPGA Tour’s first major 
of the year. She’s already won 
four titles this year, including 
the tour’s season opener in 
Thailand in February. 


Continuated on Page 4 
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India’s Sachin Tendulkar, left, 
plays a shot off the bowling of 
Pakistan’s Mohammad Hafeez 
during the Cricket World Cup 
semifinal match between India 
and Pakistan in Mohali, India, 
Wednesday, March 30, 2011. | 
Associated Press # Page B2^ 
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Tendulkar helps India beat Pakistan, reach final 



India’s Harbhajan Singh, center, celebrates with Suresh Raina, 
right, and Virender Sehwag, left, after the dismissal of Pakistan’s 
Umar Akmal, not seen, during the Cricket World Cup semifinal 
match between Pakistan and India in Mohali, India, Wednesday, 
March 30, 2011. 

Associated Press 


JOHN PYE 
AP Sports Writer 
MOHALI, India (AP) — India 
upstaged archrival Pakistan 
by 29 runs in the so-called 
“mother of all World Cup 
matches” to progress to the 
final against Sri Lanka, giv¬ 
ing Sachin Tendulkar another 
chance to reach his 100th hun¬ 
dred after his charmed innings 
fell just short on Wednesday. 
Tendulkar had an lbw deci¬ 
sion overturned, survived a 
stumping and was dropped 
four times amid some atro¬ 
cious Pakistan fielding en 
route to an 85, helping India 
post a competitive target of 
260-9 in the face of a career- 
best 5-46 from swing bowler 
Wahab Riaz. 

Pakistan’s pursuit started well 
but then lost wickets too regu¬ 
larly and didn’t build any de¬ 
cent partnerships, eventually 
being dismissed for 231 in 
the last over when Misbah-ul- 
Haq was caught for 56. 

Indian Prime Minister Man- 
mohan Singh shook hands 
with his Pakistan counterpart 
Yousuf Gilani as they sat side- 
by-side in a show of diploma¬ 
cy in a heavily guarded corpo¬ 
rate box above the main stand 
at Punjab Cricket Association 
Stadium. Congress Presi¬ 
dent Sonia Gandhi celebrated 
among the masses down near 
the field. 

The fireworks started instant¬ 
ly as people inside and outside 
the 28,000-seat venue danced, 


whooped and cheered. 

Ravi Shastri, who played 
in India’s 1983 World Cup 
winning squad and is now a 
popular TV pundit, described 
the match as “one of the big¬ 
gest games ever played in the 
history of cricket.” In terms 
of TV audience, it is destined 
to be a record after keeping 
the subcontinent transfixed. 
It was variously dubbed the 
“clash of the Titans,” the “fi¬ 
nal before the final,” and the 
“mother of all World Cup 
matches,” in news coverage 
that ran 24-7. 

People spilled onto the streets 
in nearby Chandigarh, where 
the roads that had been almost 
deserted during the broadcast 
were suddenly choked with 
cars honking horns and rev¬ 
ving motorcycles. 

“Really happy the way India 
turned up today,” Indian spin- 
bowler Harbhajan Singh said. 
“Obviously this was like a fi¬ 
nal. 

“Whenever India and Pakistan 
play, the pressure is doubled 
in that match. We did really 
well. We deserve the win.” 
The World Cup semifinal co¬ 
incided with a resumption of 
talks toward restoring trust 
between the nuclear-armed 
neighbors, who despite some 
shared cultural and language 
ties have viewed each other 
for decades as a major threat 
and have fought three wars. 
The match was the first be¬ 
tween the teams in either 


country since the 2008 ter¬ 
ror attacks in Mumbai which 
killed 166 people and which 
India blamed on Pakistan- 
based militants. The media 
in both countries jumped on 
the cricket diplomacy an¬ 
gle and hyped up a political 
gamechanger. 

Both Prime Ministers met the 
players on the field before the 
match but after that, it was all 
about the cricket. 

India has now beaten Pakistan 
in all five of their World Cup 
head-to-heads dating back to 
1992, with Tendulkar having 
played in every one of them. 
He said he cherished every 
one of those victories, but had 
his mind on a hometown final 
in Mumbai in three days time. 
“Going back to Mumbai, es¬ 
pecially for this event, is a 
wonderful occasion,” he said. 
“All I want to say is, we want 
to be calm, focus on our job 
and get the job done.” 

India last won the World Cup 
in 1983 and has only been in 
one final since, losing heavily 
to Australia in 2003. 

After starting the tournament 
as rank outsiders, Pakistan ex¬ 
ceeded expectations by reach¬ 
ing the semifinals, but never 
really got in front of India 
at Mohali after Virender Se¬ 
hwag’s punishing start. 

“I want to say sorry to my na¬ 
tion. We tried our level best,” 
Pakistan skipper Shahid Af- 
ridi said. “I want to congratu¬ 
lation the Indian cricket and 


all of the Indian nation for this 
great victory. We wish them 
well in the final.” 

The match started slipping out 
of Pakistan’s grasp when lo¬ 
cal hero Yuvraj Singh bowled 


Asad Shafiq for 30, removing 
the middle stump, to make the 
total 103-3 in the 24th over. 
It sparked a spontaneous roar 
that could be heard across the 
district. □ 



Mardy Fish returns a shot to David Ferrer at the Sony Erics¬ 
son Open tennis tournament in Key Biscayne, Fla., Wednesday, 
March 30, 2011. Fish won 7-5, 6-2. 


Fish wins to earn No. 1 U.S. ranking 


STEVEN WINE 
AP Sports Writer 
KEY BISCAYNE, Florida 
(AP) — Mardy Fish became 
the top-ranked men’s Ameri- 


Associated Press 

can player by beating No. 
6-seeded David Ferrer 7-5, 
6-2 Wednesday to reach the 
semifinals of the Sony Erics¬ 
son Open. 


The 29-year-old Fish will 
climb to at least 11th, a career 
best, in the next rankings. His 
good friend, Andy Roddick, 
will fall from eighth to 14th 
after losing his opening match 
last week. On the women’s 
side, Victoria Azarenka ad¬ 
vanced to her first semifinal 
of the year by beating two- 
time champion Kim Clijsters 
6-3, 6-3. Clijsters, who has 
been nursing a right shoulder 
injury since she won the Aus¬ 
tralian Open in January, had 
eight double-faults Wednes¬ 
day night and held only three 
times in nine service games. 
Azarenka, the 2009 tourna¬ 
ment champion, will next face 
Vera Zvonareva, who beat Ag¬ 


nieszka Radwanska of Poland 
7-5, 6-3. 

Zvonareva, the No. 3 seed, 
overcame a set point with an 
ace in the first set against Rad¬ 
wanska, and won four consec¬ 
utive games to take control of 
the second set. She improved 
to 4-0 in quarterfinals this 
year. 

Fish, seeded 14th, dominated 
with his serve and took the 
lead for good when Ferrer hit 
back-to-back double-faults to 
lose the 11th game. 

“I don’t think I would ever 
feel like I was the No. 1 Amer¬ 
ican,” Fish said. “Andy (Rod¬ 
dick) has had a pretty good 
career. You can put his career 
on top of mine about six times. 


He’s always going to be the 
top dog in my generation.” 
Ferrer was so frustrated at one 
point in the second set, he di¬ 
rected a forehand lob toward a 
crying infant in the stands. The 
ball didn’t come close to the 
baby, but the crying stopped. 
Ferrer blamed his defeat not 
on the distraction, but on a 
case of indigestion. “It was in 
one moment of the match, but 
nothing special,” Ferrer said. 
“It was not the problem.” 

At 29, Fish is into the Sony Er¬ 
icsson semifinals for the first 
time. His opponent Friday will 
be the winner of Wednesday 
night’s match between No. 2 
seed Novak Djokovic and un¬ 
seeded Kevin Anderson. □ 
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Opening day forecast: High hopes, with rain & snow 


By BEN WALKER 
AP Baseball Writer 

Grab the parka, ski cap, mit¬ 
tens and galoshes. It’s time for 
baseball. 

From Dodger Stadium to 
Yankee Stadium, there was 
a flurry of activity as teams 
got ready for opening day. At 
Great American Ball Park, 
meanwhile, actual flurries. 
Ryan Braun, Prince Fielder 
and the Milwaukee Brewers 
worked out as snow flakes fell 
Wednesday, a day before they 
were to play Cincinnati. The 
conditions were better suited 
for snowballs than baseballs, 
too, when the Reds later took 
the field. 

“I love it. I love the weather,” 
Reds second baseman Bran¬ 
don Phillips deadpanned. 
“The weather is beautiful.” 
The forecast for the six open¬ 
ers Thursday wasn’t much 
better, either. Rain with tem¬ 
peratures in the 40s in Wash¬ 
ington, New York and Kansas 
City, downright chilly in Cin¬ 
cinnati. 

“If you’re playing golf and 
it’s 33 and windy, you take it 
into the clubhouse and play 
cards. Unfortunately we have 
to keep playing,” Yankees star 
Mark Teixeira said, set to face 
Detroit in the Bronx’s first 
March game. “It’s not easy 
playing in the cold but the 
good thing is both teams have 
to do it.” 

Said Tigers catcher Alex Avi¬ 
la: “It’s going to be perfect 
weather, 40s and rain. A good 
day to pitch.” 

At Nationals Park, Wash¬ 


ington players came out to 
practice in red-hooded sweat 
shirts. Their workout ended 
in the rain when the grounds 
crew pulled out the tarp, and 
no telling if it’ll be any better 
for Thursday’s game against 
Atlanta. 

“We’ll show up ready to play. 
And if we don’t, we’ll play 
Friday. We have that off-day 
leeway, so that’s smart,” Na¬ 
tionals third baseman Ryan 
Zimmerman said. “We knew 
it was going to be a little chilly 
— coming from Florida, we 
won’t be used to it. But we’ll 
be so excited to play, I don’t 
think it’ll matter.” 

Sure is a change from last 
year. There wasn’t a single 
rainout or snowout for more 
than 2 1/2 weeks, the longest 
any season had gone from the 
start without a weather post¬ 
ponement in 25 years. 

Either way, quite a change 
from the sunny spring training 
fields in Arizona and Florida. 
“We came in from like 90 de¬ 
grees. We flew back last night 
and there’s snow today. It’s 
kind of different,” said Edin- 
son Volquez, the opening day 
starter for Cincinnati. 

Leave it to LA to provide the 
perfect setting. Two-time Cy 
Young winner Tim Lincecum, 
Rookie of the Year Buster 
Posey and the World Series 
champion San Francisco Gi¬ 
ants open at Dodger Stadium, 
where it’s supposed to be sun¬ 
ny and near 80 degrees. 

Plus the Giants-Dodgers ri¬ 
valry, right from the get-go. 
“It’s going to be a little fire,” 



Milwaukee Brewers players jog in the snow at Great American Ball Park, Wednesday, March 30, 
2011 in Cincinnati. The Brewers open their 2011 major league baseball season Thursday against the 
Cincinnati Reds in Cincinnati. 

Associated Press 
Stadium workers in Kansas 
City bundled up against the 
cold as they got logos, banners 
and signs ready for the 
opener. Despite the daunting 
forecasts, there’s always a lot 
of anticipation. 

“Even after all these years, 
there are still butterflies. 
Heck, yeah,” Reds manager 
Dusty Baker said. “No matter 
how long you do this. If you 
still have the same joy as you 
did as a kid, you remember 
the opening day Little League 
parade. I do. It’s the best 
game.”Q 


Giants center fielder Andres 
Torres said. “That’s part of it.” 
So are familiar faces in new 
places. Angels outfielder 
Vernon Wells, Tigers slugger 
Victor Martinez, Nationals 
outfielder Jayson Werth and 
Braves second baseman Dan 
Uggla are among the stars set 
to make their debuts. 

Old pros Chipper Jones, back 
from a knee injury that almost 
finished his career, and Derek 
Jeter, coming off a down year, 
also get fresh starts. 

“There’s a twinkle in his eye, 
there’s something there,” new 
Braves manager Fredi Gonza¬ 
lez said about Jones. “Maybe 
it’s getting a taste of the play¬ 


offs and a chance we can do it 
again this year.” 

Also part of the scene: Mike 
Mussina and Jim Edmonds, 
throwing out ceremonial first 
balls. Mussina will do it at 
Yankee Stadium, Edmonds 
gets the honor in St. Louis 
before the Cardinals host San 
Diego. 

At Kauffman Stadium, where 
the Royals host the Los 
Angeles Angels, and other 
ballparks there will be a 
collection for the relief efforts 
in Japan after the earthquake 
and tsunami. 


Selig remains ‘very hopeful’ of baseball deal = 


: THE CINEMAS 


By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Sports Writer 

MIAMI - His game steeped in history, 
Baseball Commissioner Bud Selig is hoping 
for a repeat performance when it comes to 
labor discussions in 2011. 

Selig delivered the keynote address at the World 
Congress of Sports on Wednesday, telling 
attendees from the sports business world that 
he is “very hopeful” baseball’s progress toward 
a labor agreement goes as smoothly as the last 
one came together in 2006. Baseball’s current 
labor deal will expire in December. 

“For decades, baseball provided a roadmap of 
how not — not — to handle labor relations,” 
Selig said, one day before baseball’s new 
season opens. 

“Today, I’m very proud to stand before you 
with baseball in its 16th straight year of 


uninterrupted labor peace.” 

Labor talk is expected to dominate the two- 
day summit, with the NFL already deep into 
strife caused by its first work stoppage since 
1987 — talks on a new CBA broke off March 

11 — and the NBA possibly approaching a 
similar situation with its deal between owners 
and players set to expire June 30. Hockey’s 
labor agreement is in place through the 2011- 

12 season. 

Baseball’s last deal was announced during the 
2006 World Series. 

“We are not alone,” Selig said. “It is probably 
safe to predict that labor negotiations will be 
the defining sports story in 2011.” 

Baseball has been marked by eight work 
stoppages in the past three decades, though 
none since the one that wiped out the 1994 
World Series. □ 
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Flyers hold onto 
East lead with 5-2 
win over Penguins 


NHL Roundup 

PITTSBURGH (AP) — Ville 
Leino scored twice in the 
third period as the Philadel¬ 
phia Flyers rallied to beat 
the Pittsburgh Penguins 5-2 
on Tuesday and stay atop the 
Eastern Conference. 
Philadelphia has led the con¬ 
ference and the Atlantic Divi¬ 
sion since Jan. 8, but the Pen¬ 
guins had won eight of 10 and 
had a chance to tie their cross¬ 
state rivals at 100 points with 
a regulation victory. 

Goals by Jeff Carter, Scott 
Hartnell, and Claude Giroux 
and 25 saves by Sergei Bo¬ 
brovsky prevented that for the 
Flyers, who won in regulation 
for the second time in seven 
games. 

Alex Kovalev and Tyler Ken¬ 
nedy scored for Pittsburgh, 
which had won four straight 
games in a shootout. 

Hurricanes 3, Capitals 2. 
SO 

At Washington, Jeff Skinner 
scored a goal and converted 
his shootout attempt to lift 


Carolina to a win against 
Washington. 

Skinner’s goal tied the game 
at 2 less than two minutes 
into the third period, when 
his seemingly innocuous shot 
knuckled past goalie Semyon 
Varlamov. 

Jussi Jokinen also scored for 
the Hurricanes, and Tuomo 
Ruutu converted the deciding 
shootout attempt. Cam Ward 
had 38 saves. 

The Capitals did not con¬ 
vert a shootout chance, Ward 
stopped shots by Alex Ovech¬ 
kin and Nicklas Backstrom. 
Bruins 3, Blackhawks 0 
At Boston, Tim Thomas 
stopped 32 shots for his ninth 
shutout of the season, and 
Mark Recchi moved into 12th 
on the NHL’s career points list 
as Boston beat Chicago. 
Zdeno Chara and Johnny 
Boychuk scored 2 minutes, 
20 seconds apart in the second 
period to break a scoreless tie, 
and Recchi assisted on the 
second goal to give him 1,532 
points — one more than Paul 


Continuated From B1 


“I feel really excited to come 
back, especially walking on 
the 18th hole,” the 22-year- 
old said. “I see my name was 
on the walk of champions. It 
was so exciting, brings me a 
lot of good memories.” 
Michelle Wie also is back in 
search of her first major title 
at a tournament where she 
made four top-15 finishes be¬ 
fore she turned 17. Wie said 
she’s impressed by Tseng, 
who’s less than nine months 
older than her. 

“I think she’s really improved 
over the last couple of years, 
and she’s a good player,” Wie 
said. “It’s pretty amazing that 
she won the first couple of 
tournaments in a row, which 
is pretty good.” 

With her remarkable start to 
the season, Tseng has dis¬ 
played a bit of the dominance 
that’s long been expected 
from Wie. But the Hawaii na¬ 
tive could finally make her 


breakthrough at a major this 
week at the Mission Hills 
Country Club, where she has 
long played well. She has two 
top-10 finishes on the tour so 
far this year. 

“It’s as exciting this year as 
it was when I was 13,” Wie 
said. “It’s just an awesome 
golf course. It has so many fa¬ 
mous winners, so many tradi¬ 
tions, and it’s just one of those 
tournaments where you want 
to win.” 

The field also includes Ger¬ 
many’s Sandra Gal, who won 
the Kia Classic last weekend, 
and Cristie Kerr, who has 
three top-10 finishes this year, 
including a third-place tie last 
week. 

Webb has also shown the be¬ 
ginnings of a comeback this 
year, taking the titles in Sin¬ 
gapore and Phoenix after win¬ 
ning just once in the previous 
four years. The Australian 
said her two prior victories at 




Philadelphia Flyers’ Scott Hartnell, right, scores on Pittsburgh Penguins goalie Marc-Andre Fleury, 
center, in the second period of the NHL hockey game, Tuesday, March 29, 2011, in Pittsburgh. 

Associated Press 


Coffey. Nathan Horton made 
it 3-0 in the third. 

It was the 25th shutout of 
Thomas’ career, and his sec¬ 
ond in three games. He has 
allowed just two goals in four 
games to drop his league¬ 
leading goals-against average 
to 1.96. 

Corey Crawford made 31 
saves for the defending Stan¬ 
ley Cup champions. 

Blue Jackets 3, Panthers 2 
At Columbus, Ohio, Maksim 
Mayorov had the lone goal 
in his first NHL shootout, 


and Columbus’ Steve Mason 
stopped all three Florida at¬ 
tempts. 

Mason stopped Mike San- 
torelli and Sergei Samsonov 
to seal the win and end the 
Blue Jackets’ home losing 
skid at six and overall slide at 
four. 

Scottie Upshall and Antoine 
Vermette scored in regulation 
for Columbus, which also 
ended a string of six consecu¬ 
tive shootout loss. 

Evgeny Dadonov and David 
Booth had goals for Florida, 


Michelle Wie makes her second shot on the first fairway in the 
final round of the LPGA Kia Classic golf tournament at Industry 
Hills Golf Club in Industry, Calif., Sunday, March 27, 2011. 

Associated Press 


which lost its sixth in a row. 
Maple Leafs 4, Sabres 3 
At Toronto, Mikhail Grabovs- 
ki scored in the second period 
and rookie Nazem Kadri add¬ 
ed two assists to help Toronto 
top Buffalo. 

Dion Phaneuf, Darryl Boyce 
and Clarke MacArthur had 
the other goals for Toronto. 
MacArthur also added two as¬ 
sists. 

Thomas Vanek, Jason Pom- 
inville and Rob Niedermayer 
scored for Buffalo. 

Lightning 5, Senators 2 
At Tampa, Florida, Martin St. 
Louis and Dominic Moore 
both scored two goals to lead 
Tampa Bay past Ottawa. 
Steven Stamkos had an emp¬ 
ty-net goal, and Simon Gagne 
had two assists for the Light¬ 
ning, who have won two in a 
row after a four-game skid. 
Ottawa, last in the Eastern 
Conference, got goals from 
Jason Spezza and Milan Mi- 
chalek. 

Canucks 3, Predators 1 

At Nashville, Tennessee, Alex 
Burrows scored twice in the 
third period to lead Vancouver 


Mission Hills were “probably 
the highlight of my career,” 
and she’s hoping to play well 
this week after her fast start to 
the year. 

“I know how good I can be,” 
Webb said. “It’s just a mat¬ 
ter of — like in the two times 
I’ve won this year — getting 
out of my own way and letting 
it happen. ... I’d just like to 
win another tournament here, 


and this year I’ve got as good 
a chance as any. 

This is probably the best I’ve 
felt about things coming into 
this tournament for quite a 
few years.” 

Lincicome, the 2009 Kraft 
Nabisco champ, had her best 
result of the year earlier this 
month at the Founders Cup, 
where she finished in a tie for 
second. □ 


In other NHL games it was 
Carolina 3, Washington 2, 
SO; Columbus 3, Florida 2, 
SO; Minnesota 3, St. Louis 
2, SO; Phoenix 2, Dallas 1, 
SO; Toronto 4, Buffalo 3; 
Philadelphia 5, Pittsburgh 
2; Boston 3, Chicago 0; 
Montreal 3, Atlanta 1; Tam¬ 
pa Bay 5, Ottawa 2; Vancou¬ 
ver 3, Nashville 1 and Los 
Angeles 2, Edmonton 0.Q 
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UOLU HBU ES 


SAIL, SNORKEL, 
SWIM & SWING! 

DAILY 9:30-2pm $56pp 
Visit 3 Great sites 
with BBQ, Open Bar, 
Gear & Ropeswing! 


AFTERNOON 

SNORKEL 

DAILY 3-6pm only $38pp 
Shorter version of morning 
cruise same stops Open 
Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


SUNSET 

SAIL 

Mon & Fri 5-7pm 
only $30pp 
Open Bar included 
& Ropeswing! 


Save $10 per 
couple / per coupon 
for morning cruise. 
Save $5 per couple / 
per coupon for 
afternoon cruise. 


5868107/592 7858 


Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott 
Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid 
for direct telephone reservations only - Present coupon upon boarding. 


NBA Roundup 


Cavaliers get revenge, top leBron, Heat 102-90 


CLEVELAND (AP) — De¬ 
spite blowing a 23-point lead, 
Cleveland battled back and 
beat the Miami Heat 102-90 
on Tuesday night, getting a 
dose of revenge against for¬ 
mer Cavaliers star LeBron 
James. James was making his 
second homecoming visit to 
Cleveland since leaving the 
city as a free agent last sum¬ 
mer. J.J. Hickson scored 21 
points and Anthony Parker 
had 20 for the Cavs, who were 
embarrassed by James and the 
Heat 118-90 on Dec. 2 — a 
night when Cleveland fans 
unleashed their hatred on the 
superstar. 

This time, James left the floor 
hanging his head. He finished 
with 27 points, 12 assists and 
10 rebounds. 

Rockets 112, Nets 87 
At Newark, New Jersey, Kyle 
Lowry had 16 points, 10 as¬ 
sists and seven rebounds as 
Houston moved within two 
games of the final playoff 


berth in the Western Confer¬ 
ence with a victory over New 
Jersey. 

Kevin Martin added 20 points 
as the Rockets (39-35) posted 
their sixth win in seven games 
and inched closer to idle 
eighth-place Memphis (41- 
33) with eight games left in 
the regular season. 

Brook Lopez had 22 points for 
the Nets, who lost their third 
in a row and seventh in eight 
games. 

Deron Williams missed his 
sixth straight game for New 
Jersey (23-50), which has 
lost 50 games for the second 
straight season. 

Thunder 115, Warriors 114, 
OT 

At Oklahoma City, Kevin Du¬ 
rant scored 39 points and Rus¬ 
sell Westbrook hit the winning 
free throw with 11.4 seconds 
left in overtime as Oklaho¬ 
ma City finished its longest 
homestand of the season with 
a victory over Golden State. 


Durant scored eight of Okla¬ 
homa City’s nine points in 
overtime, but served as a de- 


Cleveland Cava¬ 
liers’ Baron Davis, 
left, defends Miami 
Heat’s LeBron 
James (6) in the 
fourth quarter of 
an NBA basketball 
game Tuesday, 
March 29, 2011, 
in Cleveland. The 
Cavaliers won 102- 
90. 

Associated Press 


coy to create room along the 
right side of the lane as West¬ 
brook drove to the basket and 
got fouled. 

Westbrook missed his first 
free throw, but made the sec¬ 
ond to put the Thunder on top. 
Monta Ellis’ jump shot from 
the top of the key was wide 
right at the final buzzer. Q 


NFL making player benefits payments 

By BARRY WILNER 


AP Pro Football Writer 
NEW YORK - NFL owners 
will pay $ 177 million on Thurs¬ 
day to complete their contri¬ 
butions to the player benefits 
program for the 2010 season. 
That payment will bring the 
total amount funded by the 32 
teams for 2010 to $245 mil¬ 
lion. It is a payment the league 
has made by the end of March 
each year under its collective 
bargaining agreement with 
the NFL Players Association. 
The CBA expired on March 
11 and the NFLPA dis¬ 
solved as a union. The league 


then locked out the players. 
Ownership contributions fund 
player benefits that include 
the pension plan, group medi¬ 
cal insurance, the disability 
plan, and the “88” program 
for retired players with de¬ 
mentia or related conditions. 
The NFLPA said in a state¬ 
ment that the league was do¬ 
ing no more than fulfilling 
its contractual obligations. 
“The next press release that 
comes from (NFL headquar¬ 
ters) should announce that the 
owners have lifted the lockout, 
the ultimate benefit to players 
and fans,” the statement read. 


NFLPA executive director 
DeMaurice Smith recently said 
the league contributes “zero” 
to former player pensions. 
But the league said Wednes¬ 
day that in the past 10 years 
the owners have contributed 
more than $2.7 billion toward 
various NFL benefit plans for 
current and retired players. 
Future pension payments 
have been an issue in the 
failed contract negotiations 
that led to the current lockout. 
The players’ association has 
noted the NFL paid $10 mil¬ 
lion less per club in benefits 
in 2010 compared to 2009.□ 




STEAK. SEAFOOD. B.B.Q. & FUN! 


Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 


Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 


NO SERVICE CHARGE 


Dinner from 5:30 - 10:00 



Monday - Saturday 


FRESH CATCH £ SEAFOOD 


We are located close to the High-rise hotel’s 
at walking distance . 

Call us for Catering Service and 
Private Party’s etc. 
RESERVATION SUGGESTED 


Si 


TEL: 586-7333 
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Teenagers’ weight loss 


Some women worry more about cancer 





surgery weaken bones 


By Kathleen Doheny 
Associated Press 
Teens who undergo gastric 
bypass weight loss surgery 
can expect to have a decline 
in bone mass, just as adults 
do, according to a new study. 
Two years after the surgery, 
the bone mineral content of 
the 61 obese teens studied had 
declined, on average, by 7.4 
percent, said Dr. Anne-Marie 
Kaulfers, an assistant profes¬ 
sor of pediatrics at the Uni¬ 
versity of South Alabama. 

“At the moment, I do not 
think there is cause for 
alarm,” Kaulfers said of the 
study findings. That’s because 
the teens, who averaged 17 
years old, still had bone mass 
within the normal range, she 
said. They had started with 
above-average bone mass for 
their age and gender. 

The findings are reported on¬ 
line March 28 in the journal 
Pediatrics. 

Kaulfers and her colleagues 
decided to study the teens 
because a loss of bone min¬ 
eral content during adoles¬ 
cence, when they should be 
approaching peak bone mass, 
could potentially compromise 
future bone health. 

Studies of adults have also 
found that their bone mass de- 


Weighing in on teens 

dines after the surgery. 
Kaulfers did the study while 
at Children’s Hospital Medi¬ 
cal Center in Cincinnati. 
Some of the participants were 
part of the Teen-Longitudinal 
Assessment of Bariatric Sur¬ 
gery Consortium supported 
by the U.S. National Institutes 
of Health. □ 


MICHIGAN - Some women 
who’ve been treated for early- 
stage breast cancer are more 
likely than others to worry ex¬ 
cessively that the cancer will 
return, a new study has found. 
This type of anxiety, the re¬ 
searchers say, can compro¬ 
mise a woman’s medical care 
and quality of life. 

“How much women worry 
about recurrence is often not 
aligned with their actual risk 
for cancer recurrence,” study 
author Nancy Janz, of the Uni¬ 
versity of Michigan School of 
Public Health, said in a news 
release from Cancer, which 
published the findings online 
March 28. For most women 
diagnosed with early-stage 
breast cancer, the risk for re¬ 
currence is low. Nonetheless, 
many worry a lot, and “we 
need to better understand the 
factors that increase the likeli¬ 
hood that women will worry 
and develop strategies and 
appropriate referrals to help 
women with excessive wor¬ 
ry,” Janz said. 




Breast Cancer 

The study included 2,290 er levels of worry included 


women diagnosed with non¬ 
metastatic breast cancer be¬ 
tween June 2005 and Febru¬ 
ary 2007. Those found to be 
least likely to worry about 
cancer recurrence included 
women who were more easily 
able to understand clinical in¬ 
formation presented to them, 
who had fewer symptoms and 
who received more coordi¬ 
nated care. 

Factors associated with high- 


being younger, having a job, 
experiencing more pain and 
fatigue and undergoing radia¬ 
tion treatment. The research¬ 
ers also found that Hispanic 
women who were less ac¬ 
climated to the U.S. culture 
were particularly vulnerable 
to high levels of worry and 
that black women experi¬ 
enced much less worry than 
did women of other races and 
ethnic backgrounds.Q 


Death rates of children show reversal 


MINNEAPOLIS - Death rates 
among teens and young adults 
aged 15 to 24 are now higher 
than among children aged 1 
to 4 years in many countries, 
says a new study that shows 
a reversal of historical death 
patterns. The international 
team of researchers that ana¬ 
lyzed the causes and patterns 
of death among children over 
5 years old in 50 countries 
between 1955 and 2004 also 
found that death rates among 
young males aged 15 to 24 
are now two to three times 
higher than for boys aged 1 
to 4 years. Injury is the lead¬ 
ing cause of death among 
adolescents and young adults, 
they noted. In the 1950s, the 
death rate for children aged 1 
to 4 was much higher than all 
other age groups. Since then, 


Michael Resnick, of the 

the death rate among children 
aged 1 to 9 fell by 80 to 93 
percent, mostly because of re¬ 
ductions in deaths from infec¬ 
tious diseases. 

Over the same time, the de¬ 
cline in the death rate among 


University of Minnesota 

young people aged 15 to 24 
was only about half that of 
young children, largely be¬ 
cause of increases in injury- 
related deaths, particularly in 
young males. By the start of 
this century, injuries caused 


70 to 75 percent of all deaths 
in young males aged 10 to 24 
in all the countries included in 
the study. By 2004, violence 
and suicide were responsible 
for one-quarter to one-third 
of deaths in young men aged 
10 to 24. The findings sug¬ 
gest that not enough is being 
done to deal with the health 
problems and causes of death 
among these young people, 
said the researchers. 

“The profound health and 
social changes that have ac¬ 
companied economic devel¬ 
opment and urbanization are 
particularly toxic for young 
people in both high-income 
and low-income settings,” 
Michael Resnick, of the Uni¬ 
versity of Minnesota, Minne¬ 
apolis, wrote in an accompa¬ 
nying commentary. □ 
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Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu takes part in his par¬ 
ty’s faction meeting in the Knesset, Israel’s parliament in Jerusa¬ 
lem, Monday, March 28, 2011. 

Associated Press 

Netanyahu’s YouTube gig 
showcases new media policy 


ARON HELLER 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israels 
prime minister, who has long 
had rocky relations with the 
news media, took his message 
straight to the public Wednes¬ 
day on YouTube, fielding 
questions in a live interview 
from users in 90 countries, 
including Arab nations that 
have no relations with the 
Jewish state. 

Benjamin Netanyahu’s ap¬ 
pearance on YouTube’s World 
View Project highlighted the 
Israeli leader’s recent em¬ 
brace of new media, but also 
illustrated his tricky relations 
with the traditional outlets he 
often considers hostile. 

Like other politicians around 
the world, Netanyahu ac¬ 
tively uses Facebook, Twit¬ 
ter and YouTube to commu¬ 
nicate with the public. His 
office maintains an active 
website and bombards jour¬ 
nalists with text messages 
and e-mailed press releases. 
But since taking office in 2009, 
he also has canceled the prime 
minister’s traditional holiday 
interviews with the country’s 
main newspapers and rare¬ 
ly holds news conferences. 
Instead, he tends to make 
major announcements at 
staged events where journal¬ 
ists can’t ask questions, as 
he did this week in naming 
a new chief for Israel’s Shin 
Bet internal security service. 
“He doesn’t want to deal 
with uncomfortable ques¬ 
tions and he doesn’t like to 
be interrupted,” said Nam 
Barren, the country’s pre¬ 
eminent political columnist 
at the Yediot Ahronot daily. 
“There is no dialogue anymore. 


It’s become a monologue, 
with no back and forth,” 
Netanyahu’s shunning of 
the media is ironic, since he 
has a reputation as a slick, 
charismatic interviewee. 
He is telegenic and speaks 
fluent American English. 
Netanyahu’s rocky relations 
with the Israeli media came 
to a fore this week when he 
sued Channel 10 TV and 
the Maariv daily for libel 
over reports he accepted ex¬ 
pensive flights, hotels and 
restaurant meals paid for 
by wealthy associates. □ 


Google announces high-speed 
broadband network 


KANSAS CITY, Kansas 
(AP) — Search engine giant 
Google Inc. is making Kansas 
City the first place in the U.S. 
to get its new ultra-fast broad¬ 
band network, the company 
announced Wednesday. 
Google announced on its of¬ 
ficial blog that the city would 
be the inaugural site for its 
“Fiber for Communities” pro¬ 
gram. The company says the 
network would be capable of 
making Internet access more 
than 100 times faster than the 
broadband connection in most 
U.S. homes. 

The service will be offered 
beginning in 2012, while 
Google looks at other com¬ 
munities across the country. 
More than 1,100 cities across 
the U.S. had made bids to be¬ 
come a test site for the com¬ 
pany’s fiber-optic network, 
which would provide Internet 
connections of 1 gigabit per 
second to as many as 500,000 
people. 

“In selecting a city, our 
goal was to find a location 
where we could build effi¬ 
ciently, make an impact on 


the community and develop 
relationships with local gov¬ 
ernment and community or¬ 
ganizations,” Milo Medin, 
Google’s vice president of ac¬ 
cess services, wrote in a post 
on Google’s official blog. 
“We’ve found this in Kansas 
City.” 

Nearby Topeka had informally 
renamed itself “Google, Kan¬ 
sas,” during March 2010 as it 
competed for Google’s exper¬ 
imental network. A group in 
Baltimore launched a website 
that used Google mapping to 
plot the location of more than 
1,000 residents and give their 
reasons for wanting the ser¬ 
vice. Hundreds of groups on 
Facebook implored Google to 
come to their cities. 

The company had set a March 
26 deadline for city govern¬ 
ments and citizens to express 
interest. 

Google has said it’s not inter¬ 
ested in dominating or even 
grabbing a sizable chunk of 
the broadband market. In¬ 
stead, it says it hopes phone 
and cable companies will 
learn lessons from the ex- 



Patrick Pichette, chief finan¬ 
cial office of Google, claps after 
an announcement at in Kansas 
City, Kan., Wednesday, March 
30 , 2011 . 

Associated Press 

perimental network that will 
help them hurry the rollout 
of their own faster systems. It 
also hopes to provide a test¬ 
bed for online video and other 
advanced applications that re¬ 
quire a lot of bandwidth. □ 


China’s Baidu removes millions of pirated works 
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In this file photo taken Thursday, Sept. 2, 2010, Robin Li, Baidu’s 
chairman and chief executive officer, introduces the company’s 
popular Internet search engine while delivering his speech at the 
Baidu Technology Innovation Conference in Beijing, China. 

Associated Press 


joe McDonald 

AP Business Writer 
BEIJING (AP) — Baidu 
Inc., which operates China’s 
leading search engine, said 
Wednesday it has removed 
2.8 million items from an 
online library after authors 
complained it was distributing 
their work without permis¬ 


sion. 

The company apologized last 
weekend to Chinese authors 
and said it would screen mate¬ 
rial on Baidu Library and re¬ 
move unauthorized work. 
Baidu removed 2.8 million 
items from the document shar¬ 
ing service’s “literary works” 
section, said a company 


spokesman, Kaiser Kuo. 

He said that left about 1,000 
works it believes are properly 
licensed. 

Baidu hopes to discuss with 
authors possible arrangements 
to distribute their work and 
share the revenues, Kuo said. 
“We really hope our actions 
will go far to assuage them 
and will form a foundation for 
us to have fruitful talks about 
ways to cooperate,” he said. 
Baidu has faced complaints 
by music companies, publish¬ 
ers and others that it facilitates 
the distribution of unlicensed 
material by linking to pirate 
websites that carry unauthor¬ 
ized copies. 

This month, the U.S. Trade 
Representative’s office cited 
Baidu in a list of 33 websites 
or public markets in China, 
Russia, India and other coun¬ 
tries that it deemed “notorious 
markets” linked to sales of pi¬ 
rated or fake goods. 

The latest dispute came after 


Baidu launched a series of 
new services last year that are 
meant to create a distinctive 
identity for a company long 
seen as an imitator of search 
giant Google Inc. 

In a petition posted on the In¬ 
ternet on March 15, a group of 
Chinese authors complained 
that Baidu had “deteriorated 
into a burglar company that 
stole our property and stole 
out rights.” 

The dispute prompted Baidu 
CEO Robin Li to announce 
at an Internet conference this 
week in the southern city of 
Shenzhen that he would shut 
down the service if it could 
not be resolved, according to 
Kuo. 

“We appealed Baidu to curb 
and correct their infringing 
activities. 

If they did so, we welcome 
it,” said Yang Chengzhi, Com¬ 
munist Party secretary of the 
government-sanctioned China 
Writers’ Association. □ 
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BUSINESS BRIEFS 


Business group: fast rise in U.S. exports to China 


WASHINGTON (AP) —A group representing American com¬ 
panies doing business with China says US exports to the coun¬ 
try grew by 32 percent last year. 

The US-China Business Council said Wednesday that exports 
grew from $16.2 billion to $92.9 billion between 2000 and 
2010, making China the third-largest market for U.S. business¬ 
es after Canada and Mexico. 

However, the U.S. share of the booming Asian nation’s imports 
declined over the decade from 10 percent to 7 percent. 

It urged U.S. trade agencies to make support of exports to China 
a top priority. 

The United States is the fifth-largest source of Chinese imports, 
trailing Japan, the European Union, South Korea and Taiwan. 
The U.S. has a massive trade deficit with Beijing. 

The council cited U.S. Commerce Department figures.□ 

Buffett surprised as top Berkshire exec departs 

OMAHA, Nebraska (AP) — 

A top executive of Berkshire 
Hathaway who was believed 
to have had the inside track 
to succeed billionaire Warren 
Buffett as CEO one day has 
suddenly resigned. 

Buffett said Wednesday that he 
received David Sokol’s resig¬ 
nation letter late Monday, and 
noted that it came as a sur¬ 
prise. Buffett says Sokol, who 
had been serving as chairman 
of Berkshire’s MidAmerican 
Energy, Net Jets and Johns 
Manville units, indicated that 
he wants to spend more time 
on philanthropy. 

Buffett says he learned earlier 
this month that Sokol bought 
nearly 100,000 shares of Lu- 
brizol stock before recom¬ 
mending that Berkshire buy 
the chemical company. Buffett 
says he doesn’t believe those 
stock purchases were illegal, 
and didn’t ask Sokol to resign. 

Buffett has regularly praised 

Hershey raises candy prices nearly 10 percent 

HERSHEY, Pa. - Chocolate is going to cost a little more green. 
The Hershey Co. on Wednesday said it raised wholesale prices 
by 9.7 percent, because its own costs have risen. 

The announcement comes weeks before one of the most popu¬ 
lar candy consumption holidays. Americans spend about $2 bil¬ 
lion on Easter candy annually. 

The company said it expects most of the financial benefit from 
the increases will be reflected in its 2012 results. 

It expects 2011 earnings to be at the top end of its prior forecast 
of $2.54 to $2.63 per share. Adjusted for various charges, profit 
should be near the high end of $2.70 to $2.76 per share. 
Hershey expects 2011 sales near the top end of its prior range, 
between $5.84 billion and $5.95 billion. 

Analysts, on average, expect adjusted profit of $2.77 per share. 
Wall Street expects sales of $5.93 billion for the year, on aver¬ 
age. 

Hershey shares closed Wednesday trading down 10 cents at 
$54.69.□ 



This file photo from June 
10, 2008 shows David Sokol, 
Chairman of MidAmerican 
Energy Holdings Co., in Oma¬ 
ha, Neb. Sokol, once thought 
to be a possible successor to 
investor Warren Buffett, has 
resigned. 

Associated Press 

Sokol’s work, and many in¬ 
vestors have speculated that 
Sokol was on the short list to 
succeed Buffett at the Omaha, 
Nebraska-based company. □ 
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Activist investors to companies: 
Show us the money 


Japan quake stirs unease about global supply chain 


joe McDonald 

AP Business Writer 
BEIJING (AP) — A shortage 
of auto parts and other compo¬ 
nents after Japan’s earthquake 
has stirred unease about two 
pillars of manufacturing: the 
country’s role as a crucial link 
in the global supply chain and 
“just in time” production. 
Manufacturers slashed costs 
by adopting Japanese-style 
small inventories and close 
links to a tight circle of sup¬ 
pliers. But that left them with¬ 
out a cushion of raw materials 
to ride out disruptions, forc¬ 
ing factories as far away as 
Louisiana to close when the 
March 11 quake and tsunami 
battered Japanese producers. 
“There’s no question people 
are saying: Look, we may 
have gone too far. Let’s re¬ 
visit this and do some differ¬ 
ent things about just-in-time,” 
said Jim Lawton, vice presi¬ 
dent of D&B Supply Manage¬ 
ment Solutions, a unit of Dun 
& Bradstreet Inc. 

Companies can use more sup¬ 
pliers spread over more coun¬ 
tries but that would mean they 
have less bargaining power to 
lower costs. Manufacturers 
may hold more inventories. 
That might mean higher pric¬ 
es for consumers. 

Tsunami damage and power 
shortages that idled thousands 
of Japan’s factories high¬ 
lighted its role as a key — and 
sometimes the only — source 
of auto parts, graphics chips 
and other high-end compo¬ 
nents. Lack of parts from Ja¬ 
pan prompted General Motors 
Co. to temporarily shut down 
a Louisiana factory that makes 
pickup trucks. Other compa¬ 
nies have warned of possible 
disruption in supplies of mo¬ 
bile phones, personal comput¬ 
ers and other goods. 

CEOs embraced “just in time” 
production in the 1990s, imi¬ 
tating Japan’s automakers and 
other manufacturers. They 



New Suzuki vehicles, destroyed by tsunami waters from the March 11 massive earthquake, are piled on the 
Suzuki company lot, Tuesday, March 29, 2011 in Sendai, Miyagi prefecture, Japan. 

Associated Press 


boosted profits by cutting 
stockpiles of parts and won 
discounts by buying more 
parts from a smaller group of 
suppliers. 

“All these things have made 
companies lower-cost and 
much more competitive but 
they have made them much 
more brittle in cases like 
this,” said Lawton, a former 
procurement executive for 
Hewlett-Packard Co. 

GM, Nokia Inc. and other ma¬ 
jor companies said they were 
closely watching their supply 
chains in Japan but declined 
to say how their long-term 
strategy might change. 
Already, suppliers of elec¬ 
tronics and other components 
in Taiwan and Southeast Asia 
are seeing a spike in orders 
as customers look for alter¬ 
natives to Japan or Japanese 
companies outsource work 
from their idled factories. 
“There has been indeed an in¬ 
crease in our orders because 
many Japanese chipmakers 
have suffered damage from 


the quake and tsunami,” said CEO 
Morris Chang of Taiwan Semi¬ 
conductor Manufacturing Co. The 
company is the biggest contract 
producer of chips used in mo¬ 
bile phones, computers and video 
games. 


Taiwan’s Foxconn Technology 
Group, which manufactures Apple 
Inc.’s iPod and other products, and 
Wistron Corp. have received extra 
orders from Sony Corp. to produce 
TV screens and digital cameras, 
according to local news reports. 


Spokespeople for both com¬ 
panies declined to confirm 
that. 

South Korean companies, 
which compete with Japan in 
electronics, autos and steel, 
stand to benefit but have 
avoided talking about that 
publicly, possibly for fear of 
appearing to profit from a di¬ 
saster that killed as many as 
18,000 people. 

Samsung and Hynix Semi¬ 
conductor Inc. could sell more 
flash memory chips to Apple 
and other customers that used 
to rely on Japanese suppliers, 
said Lee Min-hee, who fol¬ 
lows the industry for Dongbu 
Securities in Seoul. 

Samsung said in a written 
statement it was assessing 
the impact of the disaster but 
did not respond to questions 
about how its business might 
change. Also in South Korea, 
LG Chem Ltd. used chemicals 
from Japan to make batter¬ 
ies for laptop computers and 
electric cars but might switch 
to Korean suppliers or make 
parts itself once its stock¬ 
piles run low, said a company 
spokesman, Terry Lee.Q 


By RACHEL BECK 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK - Companies 
stopped paying dividends and 
stockpiled cash during the 
Great Recession, and share¬ 
holders didn’t complain. Now 
they want a reward for their 
patience. 

American companies are 
holding $1.9 trillion in cash, 
a record. The large businesses 
that make up the Standard & 
Poor’s 500 index, all of which 
answer to public shareholders, 
have $940 billion on hand — 
$300 billion of it accumulated 
since late 2008, says Howard 
Silverblatt, senior index ana¬ 
lyst at S&P. 

Shareholders want the com¬ 
panies to start putting that 
cash to use. 

The most pressure is coming 
from activist investors, who 
buy stakes in companies and 
then try to influence manage¬ 
ment to make certain changes 
that they say are in sharehold¬ 
ers’ interest. 

“We’ve been in bunker men¬ 
tality for too long,” says Eric 
Jackson, who runs the hedge 
fund Ironfire Capital. He pre¬ 
dicts that activist sharehold¬ 
ers are about to become “a lot 
noisier.” 

The loudest investors are fi¬ 
nally being heard. Companies 
are letting go of some cash: 

• Since the start of this year, 
116 companies in the S&P 


Natural gas prices rise on Obama, crude tails 



President Barack Obama 
gestures while speaking about 
his plan for America’s energy 
security, Wednesday, March 
30, 2011, at Georgetown 

University in Washington. 

Associated Press 


CHRIS KAHN 
AP Energy Writer 
NEW YORK (AP)—Natural gas 
prices climbed more than 2 per¬ 
cent on Wednesday as President 
Barack Obama said he wanted the 
U.S. to use more of it instead of 
foreign oil. Forecasts for colder 
weather also pushed up prices. 
Natural gas for May delivery add¬ 
ed 9.2 cents to settle at $4,355 per 
1,000 cubic feet on the New York 
Mercantile Exchange. 

Meanwhile, benchmark West 
Texas Intermediate crude for May 
delivery fell 52 cents to settle at 
$104.27 a barrel on the Nymex, 
pressured by high U.S. stock¬ 
piles in spite of violent political 
protests throughout the oil-rich 


Middle East. 

In its weekly report on petroleum 
supplies, the Energy Department 
Wednesday said U.S. crude sup¬ 
plies rose by 2.9 million barrels 
last week. Gasoline supplies fell 
by 2.7 million barrels. 

In London, Brent crude lost 1 cent 
to settle at $114.95 on the ICE 
Futures exchange. 

Obama announced that he wants 
to cut America’s oil imports by 
a third by 2025. The president 
touted a series of initiatives, 
emphasizing that the U.S. could 
rely more on its own natural gas 
and biofuels to generate electricity 
and to power vehicles. 

Obama cited the pain at the gas 
pump drivers have experienced in 


recent months as one of the most 
obvious reasons for reducing 
America’s dependence on foreign 
oil. Gasoline prices continued to 
rise Wednesday. 

Natural gas prices have been 
relatively depressed because 
of weak demand during the 
recession and a surge in domestic 
production. The price for natural 
gas has increased about 11 percent 
since March 2009. Oil has more 
than tripled since then. 

Michael Lynch, president of 
Strategic Energy & Economic 
Research, said Obama’s continued 
endorsement of natural gas 
drilling will convince investors 
to be more bullish about natural 
gas.G 



In this file photo taken Dec. 14,2010, Polly Brown of Riesel, Texas, 
shops for holiday gifts at the Family Dollar store, in Waco, Texas. 

Associated Press 


500 have raised their divi¬ 
dend, up from 78 a year ago. 
Overall, S&P 500 companies 
have paid out $16.6 billion 
more this year in dividends 
than last year. 

• Companies are buying back 
more of their own stock. 
Kohl’s, Conoco and Intel all 
recently announced buyback 
plans recently. Stock buy¬ 
backs by S&P 500 companies 
increased to a record $86.4 
billion in the final quarter of 
2010, the latest data avail¬ 
able. That was 81 percent 
more than the same period 
the year before. Investors like 
buybacks because they tend to 
push up a stock’s price since 
earnings are divided among 
fewer shares. 

• Companies are doing bigger 
deals than they did a year ago. 
Global mergers and acquisi¬ 
tions were valued at $755 bil¬ 
lion for the first three months 
of the year, 24 percent more 
than the same period last year, 
according to financial data- 
tracker Dealogic. The number 
of deals declined slightly, to 
9,568 this year from 9,825 in 
early 2010. 

Large investors want higher 
dividends because it means 
more cash in their pockets to 
make other investments. In¬ 
dividual investors, especially 
retirees who depend on divi¬ 
dends for a big part of their in¬ 
come, want more cash to live 
on. 

With acquisitions, investors 
hope the deals will eventually 
lead to higher corporate prof¬ 
its. 

Investors also don’t want 
companies to let cash sit in the 


bank since interest rates are 
nearly zero, which means the 
money isn’t earning much. 
“The best use of cash is to 
deploy it,” says Bill Miller, 
chairman and chief invest¬ 
ment officer of mutual fund 
giant Legg Mason Capital 
Management. “If companies 
could maintain profitability 
and generate cash two years 
ago ... then they don’t need 
that kind of cash on their 
books today.” 

What has happened over the 
past few months at Family 
Dollar illustrates the tension 
between companies and in¬ 
vestors. 

Hedge fund Trian Fund Man¬ 
agement disclosed last July 
that it had bought a 6.6 percent 
stake in Family Dollar. Trian 
is run by activist investor Nel¬ 
son Peltz, who is known for 
making big investments and 
then forcing change at com¬ 
panies. 

When the investment was an¬ 
nounced, Trian said it would 
work with Family Dollar to 
boost sales and open new 
stores, and that it had ideas on 
how the retailer could use its 
cash. At the time, the dollar- 
store chain’s cash balance ran 
about $503 million, a record 
high. 

By September, Family Dollar 
had announced plans to spend 
$750 million, including some 
cash and some new debt, to 
buy back its stock. In Janu¬ 
ary, Family Dollar increased 
its quarterly dividend by 2.5 
cents, to 18 cents a share. 
Family Dollar says it worked 
with Trian to boost sharehold¬ 
er value. □ 
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“ Help ‘ ’pose backstage 

‘The Help’ adds literary 


Panic! at the Disco downsizes 


to Hollywood summer 

By DAVID GERMAIN 
Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS - Not all of Hollywood’s summer heroes are 
decked out in superhero costumes. Some wear maid uniforms. 
Stars of the big-screen adaptation of Kathryn Stockett’s literary 
sensation “The Help” helped show off footage from the film 
Tuesday at CinemaCon, a Las Vegas convention for theater 
owners. 

Co-stars Emma Stone, Viola Davis, Bryce Dallas Howard and 
Octavia Spencer said “The Help” gives audiences a loving look 
at ordinary women rising to heroic status amid a summer lineup 
filled with comic-book action tales. 

Due in theaters Aug. 12, “The Help” follows an aspiring writer 
who returns to her hometown in Mississippi in 1963 and en¬ 
courages black maids to go public about the realities of their 
lives working in servitude to white families. 

“For me, it works because it’s a story about women. The women 
are the heroes, the women are what drive the script, and they’re 
just ordinary. I always love the idea of the ordinary person ris¬ 
ing to heroic status just in their daily life,” said Davis, an Acad¬ 
emy Award nominee for 2008’s “Doubt.” 

“People who are considered The help,’ the under-class, the poor, 
to actually put a microphone to their mouths and say, ‘Who are 
you?’ Instead of, ‘What are you going to do for me?’ Instead of 
demoralizing them, asking them who they are and stepping into 
their homes and lives.”Q 


MESFIN FEKADU 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK - Panic! at the 
Disco could be following in 
the footsteps of The Who and 
Green Day. 

Like those rockers before 
them, the Las Vegas-based 
band is interested in taking 
their sound to Broadway. 
“That would be amazing,” 
drummer Spencer Smith said 
in a recent interview. “To put 
together a show that was a mix 
of our music as well as maybe 
tell a story that would be like 
a dream,” he continued. 

Smith acknowledges that he 
doesn’t know how to make 
that happen for Panic! or if 
the goal is even possible. 

“It would be in like New Jer¬ 
sey. Like off-Broadway. Re¬ 
ally far,” Smith said, sharing a 
laugh with Brendon Urie, the 
band’s vocalist. 

“Tommy,” the 1969 album 
from the Who, was adapted 
to a Tony-winning Broadway 
musical in the early 1990s. 
Most recently, Green Day 
gave new life to their Gram- 
my-winning, multiplatinum¬ 
selling CD, 2004’s “American 
Idiot,” when they brought the 
concept album to Broadway 
last year in a Tony Award¬ 
winning production. 

But heading to the stage 
wouldn’t be a stretch for Pan¬ 
ic! From the music video for 
their debut song, “I Write Sins 
Not Tragedies,” to their lat¬ 
est clip, “The Ballad of Mona 
Lisa,” the pop-rockers enjoy 


Hilton says she Is the ‘original’ 


By ISAAC GARRIDO 
Associated Press 

MEXICO CITY - Paris Hilton, the woman 
who perfected the art of being famous for being 
famous, says she has met all of her professional 
goals. The heiress-turned-TV star, who was in 
Mexico on Tuesday to promote a new line of 
shoes, says she doesn’t fear being overshad¬ 
owed by Kim Kardashian or any other reality 
show rival with her own fragrance, B-movies, 
sex tape and autobiography, all by age 30. 
“There’s so many people out there who try to 
imitate what I do but I am the original,” Hilton 
said in an interview with The Associated Press. 
“There is nothing like me.” 

The socialite, who started her career as a model 
and has tried her hand in movies, fashion and 
singing, is currently shooting her latest real¬ 
ity TV show, “The World According to Paris,” 
which will debut this spring on the Oxygen 


cable channel. 

“The show’s everything about my life, show¬ 
ing the business woman”, Hilton said. 

Before the media reported on Kardashian’s ev¬ 
ery move, Hilton was the favorite celebutante 
of the tabloids, which covered every party she 
went to, every man she dated and every brush 
she had with the law. 

Hilton angrily dismissed questions about 
whether her life is superficial. 

“I thought we were talking about the shoes,” 
she said. 

Her shoe collection is the latest addition to a 
lucrative empire that lends her name to 17 lines 
of products from handbags and fragrances to 
clothing. “I have done everything that I wanted 
to do and I feel very blessed that I have been 
very successful on every area,” Hilton, wear¬ 
ing a long beige, sleeveless dress in her Mexico 
City hotel suite. □ 


Recording artists Brendon Urie 


acting, dressing up and being 
theatrical. 

“Every musician wants to act, 
but we have a way to do it 
where people know we’re not 
trained actors, so we can be a 
little bit cheesy,” Smith said. 


They can also be seen acting 
in “The Overture,” a short film 
they released on their website 
to promote “Vices & Virtues,” 
their third album which de¬ 
buted at No. 7 on the Billboard 
200 chart this week.Q 


Rihanna doesn’t want 
to hurt Brown’s career 




Singer Rihanna 

NEW YORK - Singer Rihanna has told Rolling Stone maga¬ 
zine she agreed a judge could ease a stay away order against her 
ex-boyfriend Chris Brown over a violent altercation two years 
ago because she didn’t want to hurt his career. 

The 23-year-old told the music magazine it was “my decision” 
not to object to a Los Angeles judge’s decision in February to 
downgrade a restraining order keeping Brown, 21, 50 yards 
away from Rihanna — 10 yards at music industry events. 

“It doesn’t mean we’re gonna make up or even talk again. It just 
means I didn’t want to object to the judge,” she told the maga¬ 
zine in an excerpt published Wednesday. 

The singer added she had his music career in mind. 

“We don’t have to talk ever again in my life,” she said. “I just 
didn’t want to make it more difficult for him professionally. 
What he did was a personal thing it had nothing to do with his 
career. Saying he has to be a hundred feet away from me, he 
can’t perform at awards shows that definitely made it difficult 
for him.”Q 
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Congo artists exhibit 
work in South Africa 


By CARLEY PETESCH 
Associated Press 
JOHANNESBURG - A sculp¬ 
tural bust made of discarded 
bullet cartridges has a pro¬ 
truding belly with a hole in 
it. Another bust encased in a 
large glass case has holes in 
its heart, belly and thigh. 

“The hole represents life,” 
Freddy Tsimba, 43, said of 
the busts he made using tens 
of thousands of bullet car¬ 
tridges he has collected over 
more than 10 years of war in 
his native Congo. Tsimba and 
10 other renowned Congolese 
artists exhibited work in South 
Africa’s commercial hub on 
Tuesday for “Art for Peace,” 
a show whose proceeds will 
support victims of sexual vio- 



Congolese artist Freddy 
Tsimba 

lence in eastern Congo. 
“Through the arts we hope 
to contribute to the healing 
process,” said South African 
Minister of Arts and Culture 
Paul Mashatile. “We reach out 
to the women and children of 
eastern who have been scarred 
and whose scars will last a 
lifetime.” Exhibitors said the 
money will benefit a hospital 
in Bukavu, a large city in east¬ 
ern Congo.□ 


“Biebermania” spreads to Belgium 


By Eva Dou 
Associated Press 
ANTWERP - Fame has its 
“ups and downs,” even for 
Canadian teenaged singing 
sensation Justin Bieber who 
is enjoying a lot of “ups” 
these days on his European 
tour that has now spread 
“Biebermania” to Belgium. 
While the 17-year-old 
heartthrob appears to have 
the female pre-teen world at 
his feet, he faces challenges 
growing up in the media 
spotlight and with a grueling 
tour that causes him to lose 
track of where in the world his 
next plane is headed. 

“There’s ups and downs,” he 
told reporters in Antwerp, 
Belgium, where he performs 
on Wednesday, referring to 
his life as one of the world’s 
biggest pop stars. 



Canadian singer Justin Bieber 

Tm not able to go out myself was before, but it’s gradually 


nepp: More ‘Pirates’ on the horizon 


By DAVID GERMAIN 
Associated Press 
LAS VEGAS - Johnny Depp’s 
tour guide on his “Pirates of 
the Caribbean” voyages is 
plotting the course for a fifth 
installment even before the 
fourth movie sails into the¬ 
aters. 

Producer Jerry Bruckheimer 
says he has a screenplay in the 
works for a fifth “Pirates” tale 
after May’s “Pirates of the Ca¬ 
ribbean: On Stranger Tides” 
comes out. 

Based on the Disney theme- 
park ride, the original three 
“Pirates” blockbusters ended 
up as a trilogy continuing the 
same key characters and story 
line. Bruckheimer says “On 
Stranger Tides” and future 
“Pirates” flicks will be stand¬ 
alone stories continuing the 
adventures of Depp’s woozy 
buccaneer Capt. Jack Spar¬ 
row. 

Directed by Rob Marshall 
“On Stranger Tides” sends 


Jack on a quest for the foun¬ 
tain of youth. Bruckheimer 
and Marshall showed off foot¬ 
age Tuesday at CinemaCon, a 
Las Vegas convention of the¬ 
ater owners. 

At test screenings of “On 
Stranger Tides,” “the audi¬ 
ence told us what they loved 
about it is that it was fresh, it 
was new, it was a whole new 
story,” Bruckheimer said in an 
interview alongside Marshall. 
“So that will carry over into 
the next one, too, to give it 
something fresh and different. 
As long as the audience em¬ 
braces this one, we’ll certainly 
try to make another one. It’s 
really up to Johnny. He loves 
the character.” 

Geoffrey Rush reprises his role 
as Jack’s rival, Barbossa, who 
has switched sides, no longer 
a pirate but a privateer sailing 
on the orders of the British 
monarchy. Penelope Cruz co- 
stars as the fiery daughter of 
the pirate Blackbeard. 


Marshall popped the question 
about co-starring in the “Pi¬ 
rates” sequel over dinner with 
Cruz while he was directing 
her in the musical “Nine.” 
“She jumped out of her chair 
and said, 6 Oh, my God. I’d 
love to. I’ve always wanted to 
do an adventure like this.’ So 
it was perfect,” Marshall said. 
“I had mentioned her to Jerry 
and Johnny, and immediately 
they said yes, that seems ex¬ 
actly right. Because there are 
not that many people that re¬ 
ally can match him. He’s so 
unique, and he has so many 
different characteristics. □ 


somewhere, but I’m able to 
travel, do so many cool things 
I’m blessed.” 

Bieber said he would not 
be seeing any of Belgium 
following his show in 
Antwerp, which sold out 
within 30 minutes of tickets 
being available. 

“I leave tonight, actually, so 
I’m not gonna be here,” he 
said. “I’ll be somewhere else. 
I don’t know where I’m going, 
but I won’t be here.” 

Bieber, dressed head-to-toe in 
black, said he was gradually 
gaining his footing in the 
world of adulthood. 

“I’m 17, so my mom is still 
my mom. She’s still there, she 
still makes decisions, but she’s 
letting go a little in letting me 
grow up and start to make 
my own decisions.”As for 
concerns over how growing 
up might affect his trademark 
velvety, high-pitched voice, 
he shrugged them off. 

“All guys, their voices change. 
My voice is deeper than it 


changing. It’s not like one day 
my voice is up here and the 
next day it’s down here.” 
Throngs of girls milled outside 
shrieking “Justin! Justin!,” 
some weeping, continuing the 
wave of “Biebermania” that 
has accompanied the star on 
his European tour. 

As a security guard shooed 
fans from the back entrance to 
the building where the press 
conference was held, girls 
thrust at reporters or anyone 
else heading inside handfuls 
of love notes addressed to 
Bieber. 

“It’s not a problem if I don’t 
touch him or don’t kiss him,” 
sobbed Sarah Benouda, 15, 
through streaming tears. “But 
just to see him, oh my God!” 
Benouda said she skipped 
class on Wednesday and lied 
to her mother to take a three- 
hour train ride from her home 
in Ottignies to glimpse her 
idol. 

She was hardly alone in vying 
for the singer’s attention.□ 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 


2 

3 

8 

6 

9 

4 

7 

5 

1 

4 

7 

9 

5 

1 

3 

8 

2 

6 

5 

6 

1 

7 

2 

8 

9 

4 

3 

3 

8 

5 

1 

6 

9 

2 

7 

4 

1 

4 

2 

3 

8 

7 

6 

9 

5 

6 

9 

7 

4 

5 

2 

1 

3 

8 

9 

2 

6 

8 

4 

5 

3 

1 

7 

7 

1 

4 

9 

3 

6 

5 

8 

2 

8 

5 

3 

2 

7 

1 

4 

6 

9 



3/31/11 
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ACROSS 

1 Use a crowbar 

4_with; backed 

in an argument 

9 Letters on the 
back of a love 
letter envelope 

13 Tow; drag 

15 Useful 

16 Strong desire 

17 _of Wight 

18 Songbirds 

19 Tve_ 

Working on the 
Railroad” 

20 Cruel 

22 Take apart 

23 British 
conservative 

24 Tyson nibble 

26 _ respected; 

very much 
esteemed 

29 Sappy 

34 See eye to eye 

35 Allen or 
Feldman 

36 British restroom 

37 Make cloudy 

38 Has a party for 

39 Lowly worker 

40 Charged atom 

41 Acts of derring- 
do 

42 Brief memory 
failure 

43 Entirety 

45 _ away; 
shrivel up 

46 Big coffee cup 

47 Father offspring 

48 Seaweed 

51 In name only 

56 Canal in Egypt 

57 Covered with a 
climbing plant 

58 In the _; 
ahead 

60 Window glass 

61 Chutzpah 

62 and the 
King of Siam” 

63 Takes to court 

64 Avarice 

65 Heaven above 

DOWN 

1 _ Beta Kappa 


2 Itchy red patch 

3 Christmas 

4 Hot and humid 

5 Rome’s nation 

6 Urgent 

7 BPOE 
members 

8 Baked Alaska 
and apple pie 

9 Area on a city’s 
outskirts 

10 Architect 
Christopher _ 

11 Over the hill 

12 Casino game 

14 Sofa material 

21 Actor’s part 

25 “A rose by _ 
other name...” 

26 Usual practice 

27 Home of snow 

28 Hog’s comment 

29 Slyly spiteful 

30 Crude minerals 

31 First letter in 
the Hebrew 
alphabet 

32 Not tight 

33 Recluse 


35 Veal or venison 

38 Pretending 

39 Kneecap 

41 Respiratory 
woe, for short 

42 Italy’s dollar 
before 2002 

44 Astounds 

45 Out of breath 


47 Colander 

48 Deadly snakes 

49 Hawaiian feast 

50 Autry or Wilder 

52 Finished 

53 Deep mud 

54 Camera’s eye 

55 Pull hard 

59 Night and _ 
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For sale 

Phoenix wk 3 stud. $5900 
La Cabana wk 7 1 Br. 
Renovated unit 241 a fri $6400 
below mkt 
Divi Vacation Club 
Platinum floating wks from 
10 to 50 pick your 
wk 315 to 12/11 
1 Br $4100 or stud $3700 low 
m fees - all amenities 
USA 508-651-0016 
e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 

190621 


FOR SALE 
Marriott Surf Club 

Platinum plus Presidents wk 7 
(one of the most desirable 
wks) 2 bedroom ocean view 
villa sleeps 8 

Marriott currently selling this 
wk for $67,000. My sale price 
$35,000 

E-mail: amqacp@optonline.net 

or call 516-458-8019 


190629 



For sale 

Marriott Ocean Club / 

Platinum 

1 bedroom ocean front 
$23,000 

2 bedroom ocean view 
$22,000 

call 586-9000 Rm 6828 until 
march 27 or e-mail: 
iwkiuice@aol.com 

J J w 190720 


For sale 

FOR SALE 

Casa del Mar Resort 2 
bedroom timeshare with 
balcony 4th floor ocean view wk 
14+15 $27,500 for both wks. 
e-mail: swuff@charter.net 
Phone:8106293188 
USA 190738 



Tropicana Aruba 
Resort & Casino 

at Eagle Beach 
Privately Owned One 
Bedroom Suites 
Full kitchen, Dining- 
Living Room Area, 
Sleeps 4 

Rental $800 or Lifetime 
Purchase $3,500 per 
week - Winter Season 
Rental $650 or Lifetime 
Purchase $2,000 per 
week-All others 
We have our 
representatives ready to 
visit you. Give us a call!!! 
Owen 748 9909 
David 592 8401 
josflak@hotmail.com 



Time Share Resales 

always your best option 

Mariott Ocean Club 


1 Bedroom Platinum Ocean front 

$17000 

1 Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

$12500 

2Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

$20000 

2 Bedroom Ocean Front 

$27000 

Marriott Surf Club 


2Bedroom Platinum Garden View 

$17500 

2Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

$20000 

2Bedroom Platinum Ocean Side 

$22000 

2 Bedroom Platinum Ocean Front 

$30000 

3 Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

$36000 

La Cabana Beach And Raquet Club 

1 Br wk 12 Room 332C Pool Ocean View 

$9500 

1 Br wk 13 Room 342 Pool/ocean view 

$8500 

1 Br wk 14 Room 340 C pool/ocean view 

$8500 

Divi Phoenix Beach Resort 


1 Br wk 11 Room 805 Ocean View 

$7000 

1 Br wk 12 Room 1101 Ocean View 

$9000 

2Br wk 13/14 Room 306 Pool Ocean View $13000 each. 

Divi Links 


1 Br wk 12 Room 2115 Ground floor Pool View 

$8000 

1 Br wk 11 room 2104 Pool/View 

$9000 

Occidental Resort 


1 Br Deluxe wk 2/17 Ocean View 

$15000 

2Br Supreme wk 2/17 Ocean Front 

$30000 

3Br wk 2/17 Ocean Front 

$50000 

Playa Linda Beach Resort 


2Br wk 13 Room 632 Pool Ocean View 

$23000 

1 Br wk 13 Room 344 Ocean View 

$15000 

Dutch Village 


Studio wk 11 Room 118 Pool/View 

$4000 

Studio wk 13 Room 119 Pool/View 

$4000 

Paradise Beach Village 


wk 13 Room 324 Pool/ocean 

$8500 

Amsterdam Manor 


2Br wk 1/52 whole year room 213 

$550000 

Renaissance Siutes 


1 Br 11 Room 2507 Pool /Ocean View 

$10000 

1 Br wk 12 Room 2327 Pool/Ocean view 

$9500 

1 Br wk 13 Room 2521 Pool/Ocean View 

$9500 

1 Br wk 13 Room 2137 Pool/Ocean View 

$9500 

La Qiunta Beach Resort 


1 Br wk 11 room 111 Pool/Ocean View 

$7000 

1 Br wk 14 Room 103 pool/ocean View 

$7000 

Tiera Del sol 


House 2Bedroom 2Bath. Big Gorge Big Patio Full Airco 

Water Heather 

$531000 

Many more weeks for 

sale 

call:731 -201 2 or 562-0712 

Or e-mail me at 


johnnypaesch@yahoo 

•com 


OWNERS M 
Prices are dropped tc 

[UST SELL 

j unheard of levels! 





Across from Marriott 
Hotels & Beaches! Huge 6 
BDR home with pool in 
PRIME Location. Possibility 
for extra apartment! 
OWNER MUST SELL! 
Reduced over $iook! 
Now: $485,000. ‘Steal it!!’ 

2 Prime Palma Real 
Condos near Hotels & 
beaches! Gated comm, 
with 24/7 security, pools, 
clubhouse, etc. 2 bdr/ 2 
bath units. REDUCE!) for 
quick sale! Villa $239k 
Condo $2i9k!! 

ARUBA VILLA RENTALS 

Everything from simple guestrooms to luxurious Villas! 

By the week, month or year . 

Phone: 586-8800 or 586-4290. 
www.ArubaVillaRentals.com — www.absolutearuba.com 

Ask about our other properties for sale, All our listings are carefully selected 



tor on duty 

I M FI I biM M 

DIA 30 MAART 

^ Dr. Mungra 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Botica del Pueblo N.V. TEL 582-1253 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Centro Medico N.V. TEL: 584-5779 



Police 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 


581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 


Emergency 

Numbers 


Emergency 
Police 
Fire Dept. 

Fire Dept. II 
Police Tipline 
Hospital 





Oranjestad 


Ambulance 

Police 


582-1234 

582-4000 


San Nicolas 


Ambulance 

Police station 

BGD San Nicolas 
Valero Security 

584-5050 

584-5000 

584-1606 

584-1720 

Services 

Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 


Cruise Ship 

30 Adventure of the sea 
30 Grandeur of the sea 



Aruba Airport Tel:524-2424 
American AirlinesTel: 582-2700 


Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 


Tel: 588-0059 
Tel: 588-1900 
Tel: 588-9314 
Tel: 588-2244 
Tel: 582-7117 


Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896 
Tiara Air Tel: 588-4272 

V enezolana _ Tel: 583-767 4 

Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba (FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor pa 
Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 
Tel: 583-5400 
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First Mercury images in orbit show lots of craters 



This image provided by NASA and photographed by the spacecraft 
Messenger, the first ever to make images while in orbit around the 
planet, shows a never-before-imaged area of Mercury’s surface, 
and was taken from an altitude of 280 miles above the planet 
during the spacecraft’s first orbit with the camera in operation. 

Associated Press 

SETH BORENSTEIN the moon has many craters? 

AP Science Writer New photos from the first 

NEW YORK (AP) — Think spacecraft to orbit Mercury 




Beautiful Latin Girls 


(^OneQIafi/ujinding 

^ Beautiful Latina Girls 

We do men, Women & 
Couples 24 hours straigth 
7 days a week. 

onehappyendingaruba.com 

Poll. 5612598 
bdll. 5617819 



PURE & SENSUAL 


MASSAGE FANTASY 


LOOKING FOR COMPANIONSHIP WHILE IN ARUBA 


• Service 24 hours 

• Special Massage Fantasy 

• Out call & in call service 

• Private Sailing Trips 


• Beautiful Girls 

• Serving Men, Women, Couples 

• Bachelor Parties for Men & Women 

• And much more 


Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 
A 3 hour Tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine. 

CALL: 561-5515 

Email: pureandsensual69@yhaoo.com 
pimp69daddy@live.com 


cut 

ANYTIME 


show the tiny inner planet has 
far more impressive battle 
scars from regular high-speed 
peltings by space rocks. 
NASA’s Messenger space¬ 
craft, which began orbiting 
the planet less than two weeks 
ago, reveals a pock-marked 
planet full of craters from 
pieces of asteroids and com¬ 
ets. 

“Mercury has had an exposed 
surface for at least 3.5 to 4 bil¬ 
lion years and some of those 
surfaces are extremely cra¬ 
tered to the point where there 
are so many craters they start 
to obscure one another,” said 
mission chief scientist Sean 
Solomon. 

He said it was surprising how 


many secondary craters there 
are. Those are craters created 
by the falling soil kicked up 
from space rock collisions. 
Those initial space rock crash¬ 
es “throw out a lot of material 
in the explosive process,” Sol¬ 
omon said. 

One area of the far north of 
Mercury had never been seen 
by previous spacecraft on 
mere fly-bys. The new images 
show scatterings of secondary 
craters, almost like a loaded 
pizza, but not the primary cra¬ 
ter that was first carved out. 
The region is also so far north 
that the sun barely gets above 
the horizon and casts long 
shadows. 

“It’s heavily cratered,” Solo¬ 


mon said Wednesday. “It may 
have happened on a particu¬ 
larly bad day.” 

The secondary craters usu¬ 
ally are six miles wide but can 
be as much as 15 miles wide, 
much larger than secondary 
craters on the moon, Solomon 
said. 

He said that could be because 
the chunks of asteroids and 
comets are moving faster as 
they get closer to the gravita¬ 
tional pull of the sun so they 
smack Mercury harder, caus¬ 
ing the soil to bounce higher 
and make bigger secondary 
craters. The fact that Mercury, 
unlike the moon, is shrinking 
and has a magnetic field could 
be another factor. □ 


Bamboo bikes and more Obama in science heaven 



President Barack Obama and New York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, left, talks with participants at the New York City 
Science and Engineering Fair, Tuesday, March 29, 2011, at the 
American Museum of Natural History in New York. 

Associated Press 




MASSAGE AND ESCORT SERVICES 



565-9535 


SERVING MEN • WOMEN • COUPLE 
24 HOURS SERVICE 

DELIVERY & PICK-UP 

pleasureinaruba@hotmail.com 


ERICA WERNER 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama has found 
his inner geek and joined New 
York Mayor Michael Bloom¬ 
berg at a science and engi¬ 
neering fair at the American 
Museum of National History. 
The president on Tuesday 
whetted his appetite for ener¬ 
gy saving innovations, check¬ 
ing out a bamboo bicycle, one 
of several projects featured in 
the final round of the New 
York City Science and Engi¬ 
neering Fair. 

He tells students: “There’s 
going to be a great demand 
for people with the skills 
you’re developing.” 

The unscheduled tour came 
during a day trip to dedicate a 
building for the U.S. delega¬ 
tion to the United Nations. 
It’s being named after one¬ 
time Commerce Secretary 
Ron Brown, killed in a plane 
crash in 1996. 

Obama was also to speak 
at two Democratic Na¬ 
tional Committee events in 
Harlem. □ 




The First & Only Legal One in Aruba Since 1997 


IN & OUT CALL 
FREE PICKUP 




Yum 



Massage Service 


arubaes corts@ho tmail.co r 

Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 24 Hours Straight Service 

A 3 Hours tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine 7 Days a Week ANYTIME 

Yap Yum * Yap Yum * Yap Yum * Yap Yum * Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum * Yap Yum * Yap Yum • Yap Yum 


We service Men, 
Women & Couples 


• We Guarantee 
• Quality, Service & Reliability 

Yam Yum • Yap Yum * Yap Yum * Yap Yum 
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Santos: Fallo afecta asistencia damnificados colombanos 


COLOMBIA (AP)- El presidente Juan Manuel San¬ 
tos aseguro el miercoles que el fallo de una corte, 
que declaro inconstitucional una “emergencia” im- 
plantada por el gobiemo para enfrentar danos de 
la ola invernal, perjudica la asistencia a cientos de 
damnificados. 

El fallo “nos ata las manos para ser mas expeditos 
en llegarles a los damnificados” por las lluvias, dijo 
Santos. “Simplemente nos quedamos sin la capacid- 
ad de continuar con los pagos para que las ayudas les 
lleguen a los damnificados que hoy estan sufriendo”, 
agrego el presidente al hablar durante la inaugura- 
cion de un centro penitenciario al sur de Bogota. 

El mandatario indico que su gobiemo “acata el fal¬ 
lo”, pero pidio a la Corte que estudie la posibilidad 


de modular los decretos de este tipo, aunque no pre- 
ciso en que forma. 

“Vamos a hacer todos los esfuerzos para que los 
damnificados no vayan a sufrir las consecuencias” 
de la decision, agrego Santos citado en un comuni- 
cado de la casa de gobiemo. 

La Corte Constitucional fallo el martes en contra de 
una declaracion de emergencia emitida en diciembre 
por el gobierno de Santos. 

La declaracion de “emergencia”, una figura de la 
Constitucion colombiana permite por 30 dias, pror- 
rogables, permite emitir decretos con fuerza de ley 
para atender una determinada situacion. 

Al amparo de la “emergencia” declarada en diciem¬ 
bre, el gobierno emitio una serie de decretos, una 


forma de evitarse el largo tramite legislativo, como 
uno referido a que las personas damnificadas no ten- 
drian que pagar servicios de luz y agua en los me- 
ses que probadamente sus casas fueron danadas o 
destmidas por las lluvias. 

Ahora el gobiemo debera tramitar proyectos de ley 
en el Congreso para ese tema de las facturas de servi¬ 
cios publicos, tanto como otros referentes a dineros 
excedentes del presupuesto nacional y que se des- 
tinaron a atender la emergencia de las lluvias. 

De acuerdo con la Presidencia, las lluvias han destru- 
ido mas de 7.000 vivienda y provocado danos a por 
lo menos otras 360.000, afectando con ellos a por lo 
menos dos millones de personas, en este pais de 45,8 
millones de habitantes.Q 


Peru: 

Partido de Fujimori 
obtendria mayor 
canfldad curules 

PERU - Los partidos del ex presidente Alberto Fujimori y del 
ex presidente Alejandro Toledo obtendrian la mayor cantidad 
de curules en el Congreso en las elecciones del 10 de abril, 
revelo el miercoles una encuestadora. 

Segun un simulacro de votacion realizado por la consultora 
privada CPI, el partido Fuerza 2011, liderado por la candidata 
presidencial Keiko Sofia Fujimori, hija del ex mandatario, con- 
seguiria el 20,5% de votos validos que representarian alrededor 
de 29 cumles. 

El partido Pern Posible, que postula a Toledo, tendria el 18,3% 
de votos validos y alcanzaria 26 cumles. 

El partido de izquierda Gana Pern del candidato nacionalista 
Ollanta Humala obtendria 16,6% de votos y 23 cumles, seguido 
de Solidaridad Nacional que conseguiria 15% de votos validos 
y 21 curules. 

La Alianza por el Gran Cambio del economista Pedro Pablo 
Kuczynski contaria con 13,7% votos validos y 19 curules, en 
tanto el partido oficialista Apra conseguiria 8,4% de votos vali¬ 
dos y 12 cumles. 

Las elecciones para elegir a los 130 nuevos representantes del 
Congreso pemano para los proximos cinco anos se realizaran 
simultaneamente con las elecciones presidenciales el 10 de 
abril. 

El simulacro de votacion de CPI fue realizado a nivel nacional 
entre el 21 y 25 de marzo entre 2.365 personas aptas para votar. 
El margen de error es de 3,1 puntos porcentuales.Q 

CIDH condena ataques a 
per odistas en Honduras 

HONDURAS - La relatoria especial para la libertad de ex- 
presion de la Comision Interamericana de Derechos Humanos 
(CIDH) manifesto el miercoles su preocupacion por cuatro inci- 
dentes ocurridos este mes contra ocho periodistas en Honduras. 
La CIDH expreso en una nota de prensa su preocupacion porque 
estos hechos se suman a las graves agresiones y homicidios co- 
metidos contra periodistas en este pais durante el 2010. 

El ministro hondureno de Seguridad, Oscar Alvarez, anun- 
cio este mes la creacion de unidad especial para investigar la 
muerte en tres anos de 10 periodistas, 60 abogados, 155 mu- 
jeres y 59 homosexuales cuyo esclarecimiento exigen organis- 
mos internacionales.Q 


Brasile os despiden a lose Alencar 


BRAZIL (AP) - Centenares 
de brasilenos hicieron fila el 
miercoles en el presidencial 
Palacio del Planalto para des- 
pedir al ex vicepresidente Jose 
Alencar, fallecido la vispera 
tras una lucha de 15 anos con¬ 
tra un cancer abdominal. 

El cuerpo del ex funciona- 
rio y empresario textilero 
fue trasladado la manana del 
miercoles desde Sao Paulo, 
donde estuvo intemado los 
ultimos dos dias en un hospi¬ 
tal, hasta Brasilia donde sera 
velado todo el dia en la sede 
de la presidencia. 

El publico se instalo a las 
puertas del palacio mientras 
familiares y autoridades cele- 
braban una misa en homenaje 
a Alencar. 

El ex vicepresidente y ex se- 
nador, fallecido a los 79 anos 
de edad, fue una de las figu- 
ras politicas mas populares de 
Brasil, en especial despues de 
los ocho anos en que como 
vicepresidente acompano en 
el gobierno al ex presidente 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva . 


Militares y miembros del cuerpo de Bomberos de Brazil, cargan 
el ataud con los restos del ex vice presidente Jose Alencar, hacia 
el Palacio presidencial del Planalto en Brasilia, Brazil. Alencar, 
fallecio el martes tras una lucha de 15 anos contra un cancer ab¬ 
dominal. Tenia 79 anos. (AP Photo/Eraldo Peres) 


Lula se encontraba en Portu¬ 
gal, donde recibio un doctor- 
ado honoris causa de la Uni- 
versidad de Coimbra, junto a 
la presidenta Dilma Rousseff 
cuando supo de la muerte de 
Alencar. Ambos acortaron su 
visita al pais europeo para re- 
gresar a Brasil y acompanar 


las honras funebres. 

El cuerpo fue recibido con 
honores militares en el Palacio 
del Planalto en una ceremonia 


con las mas altas autoridades 
politicas, judiciales y militares 
de diferentes tendencias politi¬ 
cas del pais.Q 
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1<| ADVERTISEMENT 



Saturday $ Sunday 
between 5pm and 10pm 






FRESH FISH BBQ and BUFFET 

All You Can Eat! 




For the little ones half price! 




J-ladi 


tx; 


icurari 


Restaurant at the Fisherman's Pier - Aruba 



* 3 * 






Includes Aruban Fish soup 
Fresh Catch of the day. 
Salad bar and more! 


For reservations call 586 2288 
Located between MooMba Beach and Marriott Surf Club 

































